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Half Term Craft Play Sessions 
We had so much fun this half term! 

Want to know more about Your 
Precept - see pages 2-3 
The Stony Story Quest - find out 
more on page 6  
See our new Calendar of Events 
- pages 13-15 

This edition of The Town Crier is sponsored by    

www.homeinstead.co.uk/milton-keynes 



Dear Resident, 

Stony Stratford Town Council Precept  
Letter 
Setting the precept is probably the most 

important decision that a town or parish council can take.  
Although the actual amount paid by each household is small 
compared to the Council Tax paid to Milton Keynes Council or 
the charge paid to the Police and Crime Commissioner, any  
increase – especially when seen as a percentage – needs to be 
justified to residents. This letter sets out the thinking behind the 
decision by Stony Stratford Town Council to increase its precept 
by just under 5% for the year 2020/2021. 

The total income of the Town Council for the forthcoming year 
as set out in its budget is as follows:  

During the year, the Council funds a wide range of activities. 
These can be broadly described under the headings below:  

The budget for the Council was agreed at the full meeting held 
on January 21, the papers for which can be found at: 
www.stonystratford.gov.uk/upload/managerFile/Full%
20Council/21stJanuary2020FullCouncilMeetingPaperspart2.pdf. 
The increase in the precept for 2020/2021 is explained by the 
need to cover the cost of the project to improve 5-7 Church 
Street, which is owned by the Council. This building, which  
houses both the Town Council offices and the library service 
provided by Milton Keynes Council, is now over 40 years old and 
in need of improvement to make it both more environmentally 
friendly and accessible to people with disabilities. Any  
improvement is also intended to make the building more  
available to the general public for events and activities. 

The Council has consulted widely with the community about 
improvements to the building. In December, it was granted  
planning permission to improve the interior of the building 
through the construction of a new foyer and the removal of the 
central staircase to create a more open space on both floors. In 
addition, the Town Council has been working with a local not for 
profit organisation, Wolverton Community Energy, to install  
Solar Photo-voltaic panels on the roof of the building which will 
reduce electricity bills and reduce the carbon footprint of the 
building. 

The Council has set a total budget for the work and will go out to 
tender shortly to assess whether the work can be achieved 
within the budget allocated. In the meantime, to ensure that the 
project is managed properly, the Council has agreed to extend 
the hours of work of the Clerk and to fund the first phase of  
development from its reserves. In the coming year, the cost of 
staffing and the first phase will amount to £24,709, of which 
£13,250 will be covered from the reserves. 

Since its creation in June 2001, the Council has awarded more 
than £180,000 in grants to local organisations to fund activities 
within the town. This reflects the importance of these groups 
within our community. In 2019/20, the Council made grants to 
Fullers Slade Residents Association, the Riverside Parks Group, 
the Lantern Festival, StonyLive!, and Stony Stratford Arts for All 
among others. These groups and the work they do to enhance 
the town are an important element of the quality of life for all 
who live and work in the town. 

This quality is also supported by the Council in its funding for 
two annual events: the Big Lunch in June and Apple Day in  
October. I am very grateful to all the volunteers who have 
helped the Council over the years to make these a success and 
to the members of the Projects Committee for their efforts to 
oversee these events. It was a great pity that Apple Day had to 
be cancelled this year, once again, due to the weather but I have 
no doubt that it will be reinstated in 2020.  

Office Costs (photocopier, telephones, internet etc) £6,905

Insurance £950

Room Hire £250

Audits £1,120

Training £1,500

Other Council costs (Conferences, publicity etc) £2,831

Newsletter (Town Crier) £7,300

Toilets (Silver Street) £18,000

Dog and Litter bins £6,300

Landscape Maintenance £54,900

Highways initiatives (Foamstream & Joint MKC  
Project)

£10,412

Floral Features (partnership project with Stony in 
Bloom)

£8,430

Litter Picking £1,600

Farmers Market £300

Crafting for Change (Craft activity sessions) £1,700

5-7 Church Street £39,000

5-7 Church Street improvements £10,212

Senior and Junior Youth Clubs (run at York House 
Centre)

£11,200

Community Events (Apple Day, Big Lunch - free 
to attend)

£3,000

Allotments (including Allotment maintenance) £2,700

Capital Borrowing - BC Allotments  
maintenance

£2,708

Play Sessions for young people (free to attend) £6,427

Grants to community organisations £7,100

Annual Community Award £100

Civic Budget (donation to Royal British Legion 
for poppy wreath)

£30

Staff Costs (Salaries, PAYE, Travel) £99,432
Elected Members Allowances £5,841
Total £310,248

Precept £223,374

LCTS Grant £8,222

Bank Interest Received £50

Dividend Received £2

Floral Features £385

Landscaping Grant £53,616

Farmers Market Income £1,250

Allotment Rents - Wolverton Rd £3,000

Allotment Rents - London Rd £700

Allotment Rents - Boundary Cre £900

Sponsorship - Stony in Bloom £1,700

Big Lunch Income £500

Apple Day Income £300

5-7 Church St Income £3,000

Total Income £296,998

Use of Reserves £13,250

Total £310,248



wwwwww..ssttoonnyyssttrraattffoorrdd..ggoovv..uukk

The Christmas Eve children's festive craft session in the  
Library was a huge success!  

This inaugural MKPA indoor event, held in the Library alongside 
the Christmas Farmers Market proved immensely popular, with 
many families enjoying both the craft session and the festive 
events at the Farmers market, which included face painting, 
Father Christmas, free mulled wine and mince pies and the 
wonderful St Mary and St Giles Silver band and choir. We hope 
to do it all again next Christmas!

Town and parish councils are the first tier of local government. 
Stony Stratford Town Council covers the town of Stony and the 
estates of Fullers Slade and Galley Hill. It is important to us that 
we represent and support all the residents of the parish. Our  
bi-monthly full council meetings are held in public and take 
place at the Rowans Centre, the Galley Hill Meeting Place and at 
the Parish Hall in Church Street. 

We could not succeed without the commitment of our four 
part-time employees: Lynne Compton (Town Clerk), Karen Hiser 
(Properties and Contracts Officer), Melanie Hyde (Information 
Officer) and Alan Box (Caretaker). I am grateful to them for their 
efforts to support us in our activities and for providing  
professional support and advice. I am also grateful to my fellow 
councillors for their work on behalf of the council and their  
constituents. 

Town Councillors are elected for a 
four-year term with the next  
elections taking place in May 2020. 
If you are interested in becoming a 
councillor, please do not hesitate to 
talk to our Clerk or to myself about 
what the role involves. It is  
essential that the Council reflects 
all the views of residents within the 
town and responds to the different 
needs within the community. A 
diverse set of councillors from  
within the parish helps to ensure that. Best wishes 

Robert Gifford 
Chair 

TTTooowwwnnn CCCooouuunnnccciiilll NNNeeewwwsss 

FFFuuulllllleeerrrsss SSSlllaaadddeee RRReeegggeeennneeerrraaatttiiiooonnn::: MMMKKKCCC aaarrreee rrreeeaaadddyyy tttooo bbbeeegggiiinnn ttthhheee ppprrroooccceeessssss 
ooofff aaappppppoooiiinnntttiiinnnggg aaarrrccchhhiiittteeeccctttsss aaannnddd cccooonnnsssuuullltttaaannntttsss wwwhhhooo wwwiiillllll wwwooorrrkkk hhhaaannnddd iiinnn 
hhhaaannnddd wwwiiittthhh ttthhheee cccooouuunnnccciiilll aaannnddd rrreeesssiiidddeeennntttsss tttooo dddeeevvveeellloooppp aaa ppplllaaannnnnniiinnnggg  
aaappppppllliiicccaaatttiiiooonnn tttooo bbbeee mmmaaadddeee tttooo MMMiiillltttooonnn KKKeeeyyynnneeesss CCCooouuunnnccciiilll... AAAnnn iiinnndddiiicccaaatttiiivvveee 
tttiiimmmeeetttaaabbbllleee iiisss::: 
PPPrrrooocccuuurrreeemmmeeennnttt fffrrraaammmeeewwwooorrrkkk aaagggrrreeeeeeddd ––– MMMaaarrrccchhh 222000222000 
WWWiiidddeeerrr cccooommmmmmuuunnniiitttyyy cccooonnnsssuuullltttaaatttiiiooonnn///nnneeexxxttt sssttteeepppsss ––– MMMaaarrrccchhh 222000222000 
WWWiiidddeeerrr ssstttaaakkkeeehhhooollldddeeerrr gggrrrooouuuppp eeessstttaaabbbllliiissshhheeeddd ––– AAAppprrriiilll///MMMaaayyy 222000222000 
AAArrrccchhhiiittteeeccctttsss aaannnddd dddeeesssiiigggnnn ttteeeaaammm aaappppppoooiiinnnttteeeddd ––– JJJuuulllyyy 222000222000 
DDDeeevvveeellloooppp pppiiilllooottt rrreeefffuuurrrbbbiiissshhhmmmeeennnttt ppprrrooogggrrraaammmmmmeee ––– ooonnn sssiiittteee JJJuuulllyyy 222000222000 

FFFooorrr mmmooorrreee iiinnnfffooorrrmmmaaatttiiiooonnn,,, pppllleeeaaassseee cccooonnntttaaacccttt 
MMMiiimmm...MMMcccCCCooonnnaaaccchhhiiieee@@@mmmiiillltttooonnn---kkkeeeyyynnneeesss...gggooovvv...uuukkk,,, ooorrr mmmooobbbiiillleee::: 000777777777111 
333888888000555111...   

WWWhhhiiilllsssttt PPPaaarrriiissshhh aaannnddd TTTooowwwnnn CCCooouuunnnccciiilllsss aaarrreee nnnooottt uuusssuuuaaallllllyyy ssstttaaatttuuutttooorrryyy  
cccooonnnsssuuulllttteeeeeesss,,, wwweee aaarrreee iiinnnvvviiittteeeddd tttooo cccooommmmmmeeennnttt ooonnn ppplllaaannnnnniiinnnggg aaappppppllliiicccaaatttiiiooonnnsss 
aaannnddd SSSSSSTTTCCC hhhaaasss aaa PPPlllaaannnnnniiinnnggg CCCooommmmmmiiitttttteeeeee wwwiiittthhh dddeeellleeegggaaattteeeddd pppooowwweeerrrsss tttooo 
cccooonnnsssiiidddeeerrr aaannnddd rrreeessspppooonnnddd tttooo ppplllaaannnnnniiinnnggg aaappppppllliiicccaaatttiiiooonnnsss... WWWeee rrreeeccceeeiiivvveee aaa 
wwweeeeeekkklllyyy llliiisssttt ooofff ppplllaaannnnnniiinnnggg aaappppppllliiicccaaatttiiiooonnnsss wwwhhhiiiccchhh aaarrreee pppuuuttt uuuppp ooonnn ttthhheee  
nnnoootttiiiccceeebbboooaaarrrdddsss aaannnddd ooouuurrr wwweeebbbsssiiittteeesss... AAAlllttteeerrrnnnaaatttiiivvveeelllyyy,,, yyyooouuu cccaaannn aaacccccceeessssss 
ttthhheeemmm vvviiiaaa ttthhheee MMMKKKCCC wwweeebbbsssiiittteee hhhttttttpppsss::://////wwwwwwwww...mmmiiillltttooonnn---kkkeeeyyynnneeesss...gggooovvv...uuukkk///
ppplllaaannnnnniiinnnggg---aaannnddd---bbbuuuiiillldddiiinnnggg///ppplllaaannnnnniiinnnggg---aaapppppplllyyy---pppaaayyy---vvviiieeewww///vvviiieeewww---aaannnddd---
cccooommmmmmeeennnttt---ooonnn---ppplllaaannnnnniiinnnggg---aaappppppllliiicccaaatttiiiooonnnsss///ggguuuiiidddaaannnccceee---fffooorrr---vvviiieeewwwiiinnnggg---aaannnddd---
cccooommmmmmeeennntttiiinnnggg---ooonnn---ppplllaaannnnnniiinnnggg---aaappppppllliiicccaaatttiiiooonnnsss... WWWhhheeennn ttthhheee FFFuuulllllleeerrrsss SSSlllaaadddeee 
PPPlllaaannnnnniiinnnggg AAAppppppllliiicccaaatttiiiooonnn iiisss rrreeeccceeeiiivvveeeddd bbbyyy SSSSSSTTTCCC,,, ddduuueee tttooo iiitttsss sssiiizzzeee,,, iiittt wwwiiillllll 
bbbeee cccooonnnsssiiidddeeerrreeeddd aaattt ttthhheee nnneeeaaarrreeesssttt FFFuuullllll CCCooouuunnnccciiilll mmmeeeeeetttiiinnnggg... 

BBBuuudddgggeeennnsss SSStttooorrreee::: WWWeee aaarrreee aaawwwaaarrreee ooofff ttthhheee EEEnnnvvviiirrrooonnnmmmeeennntttaaalll HHHeeeaaalllttthhh  
iiissssssuuueeesss cccooonnnccceeerrrnnniiinnnggg ttthhhiiisss ssstttooorrreee aaannnddd hhhaaavvveee cccooonnntttaaacccttteeeddd bbbooottthhh MMMiiillltttooonnn 
KKKeeeyyynnneeesss CCCooouuunnnccciiilll aaannnddd ttthhheee ooowwwnnneeerrrsss ooofff ttthhheee ssstttooorrreee tttooo ssseeeeee iiifff wwweee cccaaannn 
hhheeelllppp rrreeesssooolllvvveee ttthhheee cccuuurrrrrreeennnttt sssiiitttuuuaaatttiiiooonnn... 

FFFuuutttuuurrreee LLLaaaccckkk ooofff SSSeeecccooonnndddaaarrryyy SSSccchhhoooooolll PPPlllaaaccceeesss::: WWWeee aaarrreee wwwooorrrkkkiiinnnggg wwwiiittthhh 
MMMKKK CCCooouuunnnccciiilll tttooo rrreeesssooolllvvveee ttthhheeessseee iiissssssuuueeesss... 

GGGaaalllllleeeyyy HHHiiillllll AAArrrtttsss CCCeeennntttrrreee aaannnddd SSSmmmaaallllll MMMeeeeeetttiiinnnggg PPPlllaaaccceee::: WWWeee aaarrreee ddduuueee tttooo 
mmmeeeeeettt wwwiiittthhh ttthhheee MMMKKKCCC HHHeeeaaaddd ooofff PPPrrrooopppeeerrrtttyyy tttooo pppuuuttt ttthhheee rrreeefffuuurrrbbbiiissshhhmmmeeennnttt 
ooofff ttthhhiiisss bbbuuuiiillldddiiinnnggg aaattt ttthhheee tttoooppp ooofff MMMKKK CCCooouuunnnccciiilll’’’sss aaagggeeennndddaaa... 

SSStttoooppp PPPrrreeessssss………...... 
BBByyy ttthhheee tttiiimmmeee yyyooouuu rrreeeccceeeiiivvveee ttthhhiiisss eeedddiiitttiiiooonnn,,, ttthhheee SSSooolllaaarrr PPPhhhoootttooovvvooollltttaaaiiiccc  
PPPaaannneeelllsss wwwiiillllll bbbeee iiinnnssstttaaalllllleeeddd ooonnn ttthhheee LLLiiibbbrrraaarrryyy aaannnddd TTTooowwwnnn CCCooouuunnnccciiilll OOOffffffiiiccceee 
bbbuuuiiillldddiiinnnggg aaattt 555---777 CCChhhuuurrrccchhh SSStttrrreeeeeettt,,, uuusssiiinnnggg SSS...111000666 CCCaaarrrbbbooonnn NNNeeeuuutttrrraaallliiitttyyy 
FFFuuunnndddsss fffrrrooommm ttthhheee EEEllliiizzzaaabbbeeettthhh HHHooouuussseee dddeeevvveeelllooopppmmmeeennnttt... TTThhheee CCCooouuunnnccciiilll iiisss 
wwwooorrrkkkiiinnnggg wwwiiittthhh lllooocccaaalll nnnooottt---fffooorrr---ppprrrooofffiiittt CCCooommmmmmuuunnniiitttyyy CCCooommmpppaaannnyyy,,,  
WWWooolllvvveeerrrtttooonnn CCCooommmmmmuuunnniiitttyyy EEEnnneeerrrgggyyy wwwhhhooo hhhaaavvveee aaarrrrrraaannngggeeeddd fffooorrr ttthhheee 
iiinnnssstttaaallllllaaatttiiiooonnn aaannnddd wwwiiillllll bbbeee mmmaaaiiinnntttaaaiiinnniiinnnggg ttthhheee pppaaannneeelllsss... TTThhhiiisss wwwiiillllll rrreeeddduuuccceee 
ttthhheee CCCooouuunnnccciiilll’’’sss cccaaarrrbbbooonnn fffooooootttppprrriiinnnttt aaannnddd iiitttsss eeellleeeccctttrrriiiccciiitttyyy bbbiiillllllsss aaasss wwweeellllll aaasss 
ppprrrooovvviiidddiiinnnggg fffuuunnndddsss tttooo pppuuuttt tttooowwwaaarrrdddsss ooottthhheeerrr lllooocccaaalll cccooommmmmmuuunnniiitttyyy eeennneeerrrgggyyy 
ppprrrooojjjeeeccctttsss... 

FFFrrreeeeee CCChhhiiillldddrrreeennn'''sss’’’ PPPlllaaayyy aaannnddd SSSpppooorrrtttsss SSSeeessssssiiiooonnnsss fffooorrr EEEaaasssttteeerrr &&& SSSuuummmmmmeeerrr  
DDDuuurrriiinnnggg ttthhheee EEEaaasssttteeerrr bbbrrreeeaaakkk 
MMMiiillltttooonnn KKKeeeyyynnneeesss PPPlllaaayyy 
AAAssssssoooccciiiaaatttiiiooonnn wwwiiillllll ooonnnccceee 
aaagggaaaiiinnn bbbeee rrruuunnnnnniiinnnggg ttthhheeeiiirrr 
fffuuunnn ooouuutttdddoooooorrr ppplllaaayyy  
ssseeessssssiiiooonnnsss iiinnn SSStttooonnnyyy  
SSStttrrraaatttfffooorrrddd aaannnddd FFFuuulllllleeerrrsss 
SSSlllaaadddeee fffuuunnndddeeeddd bbbyyy ttthhheee 
TTTooowwwnnn CCCooouuunnnccciiilll... TTThhheee 
dddaaattteeesss aaarrreee::: SSStttooonnnyyy  
SSStttrrraaatttfffooorrrddd,,, WWWooolllvvveeerrrtttooonnn 
RRReeeccc::: TTTuuueeesss 111444ttthhh AAAppprrriiilll 
aaannnddd FFFrrriiidddaaayyy 111777ttthhh AAAppprrriiilll,,, 
111000aaammm---111222...333000pppmmm... FFFuuulllllleeerrrsss 
SSSlllaaadddeee,,, SSSpppiiidddeeerrr PPPaaarrrkkk::: 
TTThhhuuurrrsss 111666ttthhh AAAppprrriiilll 222pppmmm---
444...333000pppmmm... 

WWWeee aaarrreee aaalllsssooo ppplllaaannnnnniiinnnggg 
ppplllaaayyy ssseeessssssiiiooonnnsss wwwiiittthhh MMMKKKPPPAAA aaannnddd 
ssspppooorrrtttsss ssseeessssssiiiooonnnsss wwwiiittthhh MMMKKK DDDooonnnsss 
ddduuurrriiinnnggg ttthhheee MMMaaayyy hhhaaalllfff ttteeerrrmmm aaannnddd 
sssuuummmmmmeeerrr bbbrrreeeaaakkksss::: dddeeetttaaaiiilllsss aaarrreee ssstttiiillllll 
tttooo bbbeee fffiiinnnaaallliiissseeeddd... CCChhheeeccckkk FFFaaaccceeebbbooooookkk ooorrr ooouuurrr wwweeebbbsssiiittteee fffooorrr mmmooorrreee dddeeetttaaaiiilllsss...  



  wwwwww..ssttoonnyyssttrraattffoorrdd..ggoovv..uukk

EEEllleeeccctttiiiooonnnsss MMMaaayyy 222000222000 

WWWhhhooo iiisss eeellliiigggiiibbbllleee tttooo bbbeee aaa CCCooouuunnnccciiillllllooorrr???  
AAAnnnyyy pppeeerrrsssooonnn ooovvveeerrr ttthhheee aaagggeee ooofff 111888 wwwhhhooo iiisss aaa ccciiitttiiizzzeeennn ooofff ttthhheee UUUnnniiittteeeddd 
KKKiiinnngggdddooommm,,, TTThhheee EEEuuurrrooopppeeeaaannn CCCooommmmmmuuunnniiitttyyy,,, ooorrr ttthhheee CCCooommmmmmooonnnwwweeeaaalllttthhh cccaaannn 
bbbeee aaa CCCooouuunnnccciiillllllooorrr iiifff ttthhheeeyyy aaarrreee aaannn eeellleeeccctttooorrr iiinnn,,, wwwooorrrkkk iiinnn,,, llliiivvveee iiinnn ooorrr llliiivvveee 
wwwiiittthhhiiinnn ttthhhrrreeeeee mmmiiillleeesss ooofff ttthhheee aaarrreeeaaa ooofff ttthhheee lllooocccaaalll CCCooouuunnnccciiilll...  

WWWhhhaaattt wwwiiillllll III dddooo iiifff eeellleeecccttteeeddd??? 
RRRaaaiiissseee mmmaaatttttteeerrrsss ttthhhaaattt ttthhheee CCCooouuunnnccciiilll cccaaannn cccooonnnsssiiidddeeerrr aaannnddd fffooorrrmmmaaallllllyyy    

dddeeeccciiidddeee tttooo tttaaakkkeee aaaccctttiiiooonnn aaabbbooouuuttt aaattt mmmeeeeeetttiiinnngggsss 
AAAtttttteeennnddd CCCooouuunnnccciiilll mmmeeeeeetttiiinnngggsss 
MMMaaakkkeee iiinnnfffooorrrmmmeeeddd cccooonnntttrrriiibbbuuutttiiiooonnnsss wwwhhhiiiccchhh iiinnnfffllluuueeennnccceee ttthhheee dddeeebbbaaattteee ooonnn 

ttthhheee bbbuuusssiiinnneeessssss ttthhhaaattt nnneeeeeedddsss tttooo bbbeee dddeeeccciiidddeeeddd aaattt ttthhhooossseee mmmeeeeeetttiiinnngggsss 
PPPaaarrrtttiiiccciiipppaaattteee iiinnn ttthhheee CCCooouuunnnccciiilll’’’sss dddeeeccciiisssiiiooonnn mmmaaakkkiiinnnggg ppprrroooccceeessssss,,, wwwhhhiiiccchhh iiinnn 

iiitttssseeelllfff iiisss sssuuubbbjjjeeecccttt tttooo ssstttrrriiicccttt rrruuullleeesss aaannnddd ggguuuiiidddeeellliiinnneeesss 
RRReeeppprrreeessseeennnttt ttthhheee CCCooouuunnnccciiilll eeexxxttteeerrrnnnaaallllllyyy 
KKKeeeyyy PPPoooiiinnntttsss
AAA CCCooouuunnnccciiillllllooorrr’’’sss nnnooorrrmmmaaalll ttteeerrrmmm ooofff oooffffffiiiccceee iiisss 444 yyyeeeaaarrrsss 
HHHeee///SSShhheee iiisss ttthhheee hhhooollldddeeerrr ooofff aaa PPPuuubbbllliiiccc OOOffffffiiiccceee aaannnddd nnnooottt aaa vvvooollluuunnnttteeeeeerrr 
TTThhheeeyyy cccaaannn rrreeeccceeeiiivvveee eeexxxpppeeennnssseeesss fffooorrr ttthhheeeiiirrr rrrooollleee 
TTThhheee mmmaaaiiinnn jjjooobbb ooofff aaa cccooouuunnnccciiillllllooorrr iiisss tttooo pppaaarrrtttiiiccciiipppaaattteee iiinnn ttthhheee cccooolllllleeeccctttiiivvveee 

dddeeeccciiisssiiiooonnn mmmaaakkkiiinnnggg ppprrroooccceeesssssseeesss ooofff ttthhheee CCCooouuunnnccciiilll 
HHHeee///SSShhheee hhhaaasss nnnooo aaauuuttthhhooorrriiitttyyy tttooo mmmaaakkkeee dddeeeccciiisssiiiooonnnsss aaabbbooouuuttt CCCooouuunnnccciiilll  

bbbuuusssiiinnneeessssss ooonnn ttthhheeeiiirrr ooowwwnnn 
AAA LLLooocccaaalll CCCooouuunnnccciiilll mmmaaayyy aaarrrrrraaannngggeee iiinnnsssuuurrraaannnccceee cccooovvveeerrr tttooo iiinnndddeeemmmnnniiitttyyy iiitttsss 

cccooouuunnnccciiillllllooorrrsss aaagggaaaiiinnnsssttt llliiiaaabbbiiillliiitttyyy rrreeesssuuullltttiiinnnggg fffrrrooommm ttthhheeemmm bbbeeeiiinnnggg           
rrreeeppprrreeessseeennntttaaatttiiivvveeesss ooofff ttthhheee CCCooouuunnnccciiilll 

AAA cccooouuunnnccciiillllllooorrr’’’sss fffiiinnnaaannnccciiiaaalll aaannnddd ccceeerrrtttaaaiiinnn ooottthhheeerrr iiinnnttteeerrreeessstttsss iiinnn CCCooouuunnnccciiilll 
bbbuuusssiiinnneeessssss mmmuuusssttt bbbeee tttrrraaannnssspppaaarrreeennnttt 

HHHeee///ssshhheee iiisss sssuuubbbjjjeeecccttt tttooo ooobbbllliiigggaaatttiiiooonnnsss ssseeettt ooouuuttt iiinnn ttthhheee CCCooodddeee ooofff CCCooonnnddduuucccttt 
aaadddooopppttteeeddd bbbyyy ttthhheee CCCooouuunnnccciiilll 

IIInnnfffooorrrmmmaaatttiiiooonnn aaabbbooouuuttt cccooouuunnnccciiillllllooorrrsss iiisss aaavvvaaaiiilllaaabbbllleee iiinnn ttthhheee CCCooouuunnnccciiilll’’’sss   
pppuuubbbllliiicccaaatttiiiooonnn sssccchhheeemmmeee 

TTThhheee fffiiirrrsssttt bbbuuusssiiinnneeessssss ooofff ttthhheee CCCooouuunnnccciiilll’’’sss aaannnnnnuuuaaalll mmmeeeeeetttiiinnnggg iiisss ttthhheee     
eeellleeeccctttiiiooonnn ooofff iiitttsss CCChhhaaaiiirrrmmmaaannn 

MMMooosssttt CCCooouuunnnccciiilllsss aaappppppoooiiinnnttt aaa VVViiiccceee CCChhhaaaiiirrrmmmaaannn,,, bbbuuuttt ttthhhiiisss iiisss oooppptttiiiooonnnaaalll 
TTThhheee nnnooorrrmmmaaalll ttteeerrrmmm ooofff oooffffffiiiccceee fffooorrr ttthhheee CCChhhaaaiiirrrmmmaaannn aaannnddd VVViiiccceee CCChhhaaaiiirrr iiisss 

ooonnneee yyyeeeaaarrr 

SSSooo,,, wwwhhhaaattt aaarrreee 
yyyooouuu wwwaaaiiitttiiinnnggg 
fffooorrr??? AAAdddvvviiiccceee iiisss 
aaalllwwwaaayyysss  
aaavvvaaaiiilllaaabbbllleee  
rrreeegggaaarrrdddiiinnnggg  
bbbeeecccooommmiiinnnggg aaa 
cccooouuunnnccciiillllllooorrr... 
CCCooonnntttaaacccttt yyyooouuurrr 
lllooocccaaalll cccooouuunnnccciiilll 
tttooodddaaayyy tttooo fffiiinnnddd 
ooouuuttt mmmooorrreee!!! 



wwwwww..ssttoonnyyssttrraattffoorrdd..ggoovv..uukk

Stony in Bloom Selected to Represent the Region in the BIB National Finals!  
Go to stonyinbloom.wixsite.com/stonyinbloom for the latest news

Just after the Town Crier went to print last 
time Stony in Bloom volunteers (SSIB) 
learnt we’d been chosen to represent the 
Thames and Chilterns Region in the  
National Finals of the Britain in Bloom 
competition. We feel very honoured, and 
will be working hard to ensure Stony 
Stratford looks its very best when the  
Regional Judges come in July and the  
National Finals Judges come in August. 
And we know that Stony residents will 
give us the support they always do! 

The RHS theme this year is Growing Social 
– bringing communities together through 
community gardening/reducing social 
isolation – and we in SSIB feel that this has 
been an important priority for us right 
from when we first started as a group 
creating and enhancing the perennial 
beds in the town. We give a warm  
welcome to anyone who cares to join us, 
making new friends as we weed, plant, 
prune and sip our post-work-party coffee 
and biscuits. To our delight we have at 
least five new volunteers joining us this 
year so there has been a great turn-out 
for all our work parties. Many hands have 
definitely made lighter work!  

It has also been very fruitful to work with 
other community groups in the town, 
bringing older residents together with 
young people. One of our most exciting 
projects this year combines this with  
another crucial priority of ours –  
responding to threats to the environment. 

Ron and Eileen Cox have kindly provided 
sponsorship for planting sixteen fruit trees 
at Russell St Primary School and St Mary 
and St Giles Junior School South Site. 
Working together with the children on 
this project will encourage them to  
respond to the needs of climate change – 
not that they lack concern for the planet 
already! It has been lovely to see their 
enthusiasm for getting involved. And 
while most of our volunteers find their 
way to SSIB as they retire from work, we 
have very much enjoyed having two in 
their teens this year: Charlie, who is  
working towards his Silver DoE, and     
Aaron, a volunteer from Moulton College. 

In April we’ll be combining with the Parks 
Trust Junior Rangers and the Riverside 
Group to plant wild primroses in the  
Nectar Garden on the Mill Field – another 
environmental project bringing together 
young people and the over-60s! Our local 
MK Ward Councillors have been helpful 
too in our quest to reduce threats to the 
environment, offering to use their ward 
allocation for green bus-shelter roofs. The 
succulent plants on the roof suck  
pollutants out of the atmosphere and 
don’t require watering.  

In spring it’s always satisfying to see the 
bulbs we planted in the autumn or in  
earlier years burst into life. There are a 
few lovely drifts of snowdrops in the  
Bluebell Wood and crocuses and daffodils 
peeping out in a number of the beds.  

We’ve planted lots of primroses around 
the town, which give a beautiful lift to the 
beds.  

Looking Ahead:  
- March 9th: Horticultural talk, Library -  
Peter Richardson from Preston Bissett 
Nursery: Plants for permanent structure 
and how to create colour all year in your 
garden 
- May 16th (Morning): SSIB Plant Sale & 
York House Coffee Morning 
- End of May: Changeover of winter to  
summer planters 
- June 7th: Big Lunch - Children’s Hanging 
Basket Workshop 
- NB New arrangement for Golden  
Gardens: SSIB will award Golden Garden 
certificates to all the attractive front    
gardens or eye-catching hanging basket 
displays, but won’t award 1st and 2nd 
prizes. There will be an award ceremony in 
the Library to hand out the certificates. 

As always, a big thank you to our  
sponsors! And as mentioned above – new 
Stony in Bloom volunteers are warmly 
welcomed! Help us to show Stony  
Stratford at its best to the National Finals 
Judges! 

 Email Judith.deveson@gmail.com or 
phone 01908 562876 to join us, (or to tell 
us of beautiful front gardens or hanging 
baskets.) 
stonyinbloom.wixsite.com/stonyinbloom  
+ www.facebook.com/stonyinbloom 

                         Judith Deveson, Chair, SSIB 



Your Community News….. 
The Stony Story Quest: April 2020 

 The Stony Story Quest is the brain-child of the Russell Street 
School Parents Association, but thanks to a generous grant from 
Stony Stratford Town Council, along with the organisers'  
powerful vision, the project has evolved into a community 
event, aiming to inspire families to share, create and read  
stories.  

Local families will be invited to collect a Quest Treasure Map 
and Log Book (designed by Mason Edwards, graphic designer) 
from the Stony Stratford Library, The Rowans Children's Centre 
or other 'Story Quest locations' on the High Street. Families can 
then complete two trails, or Story Quests, around Fuller's Slade, 
Galley Hill and Stony Stratford, hunting for gold story stones 
positioned in places to excite imagination, such as Stony in 
Bloom's many projects across the parish. Each stone has been 
lovingly created by local group Crafting for Change (who meet in 
Stony Library on Tuesday mornings) to fuel the children's  
creativity and help them conjure up ideas for stories of their 
own. Both quests will end at the site of the old Hayes Boatyard, 
alongside York House. Here they’ll discover the enduring legacy 
of the project: a wooden boat-themed story-telling area,  
inspired by historian Alison Leighton's research on the site. 
Nearby will be a treasure chest (created by local group Men in 
Sheds) containing smaller replicas of the gold story stones, so 
the children can continue their imaginative journeys by  
discussing, creating and developing their stories, during the 
quest and beyond! 

The first 300 children to complete the quests and return to one 
of the 'Story Quest Locations' with their completed map will be 
rewarded with a prize. Stony Stratford Library will run a Mini 
Story Quest and along with The Willen Hospice Bookshop, they 
will have quest and adventure themed books on display.  
SMSG and Russell Street Schools and the Rowan's Children's 
Centre will work alongside the Friends of Stony Stratford Library 
to launch and support the event with dynamic learning  
experiences set to take place. Sets of gold story stones will be 
placed permanently in Stony's coffee shops alongside the 'Relax 
and Read' children's book boxes, so families can continue their 
story-telling adventures.  

New York Times bestselling author Sarah Pinborough has shown 
her support of the event in her home town, with a generous 
donation, meaning all local children can take part in the event 
for free. 

The Russell Street School Parents' Association are thrilled to be 
collaborating with so many individuals and organisations within 
the community. Look out for news of the event's launch on local 
social media! For more information about the event contact 
Sasha on: freemansasha@hotmail.com. 

OOOuuutttsssiiidddeee CCClllaaassssssrrroooooommm AAArrreeeaaa aaattt RRRuuusssssseeellllll SSStttrrreeeeeettt SSSccchhhoooooolll 

IIInnn ttthhheee SSSuuummmmmmeeerrr ooofff 222000111999 SSStttooonnnyyy SSStttrrraaatttfffooorrrddd TTTooowwwnnn CCCooouuunnnccciiilll gggrrraaannnttteeeddd aaa 
dddooonnnaaatttiiiooonnn ooofff £££111000000000 tttooo ttthhheee RRRuuusssssseeellllll SSStttrrreeeeeettt SSSccchhhoooooolll PPPaaarrreeennntttsss'''  
AAAssssssoooccciiiaaatttiiiooonnn... TTThhheee mmmooonnneeeyyy wwwaaasss uuussseeeddd tttooo sssuuuppppppooorrrttt ttthhheee pppuuurrrccchhhaaassseee ooofff aaa 
cccooovvveeerrreeeddd ooouuutttdddoooooorrr aaarrreeeaaa fffooorrr ttthhheee RRReeeccceeeppptttiiiooonnn ccclllaaasssssseeesss aaattt sssccchhhoooooolll... TTThhheee 
PPPaaarrreeennntttsss''' AAAssssssoooccciiiaaatttiiiooonnn ppprrrooovvviiidddeeeddd ttthhheee aaaddddddiiitttiiiooonnnaaalll £££111444,,,000000000 ttthhhrrrooouuuggghhh 
fffuuunnnddd---rrraaaiiisssiiinnnggg ppprrrooojjjeeeccctttsss sssuuuccchhh aaasss ttthhheee SSStttooonnnyyy RRReeelllaaaxxx aaannnddd RRReeeaaaddd eeevvveeennnttt;;; 
ttthhheeeiiirrr RRRaaaffffffllleee (((kkkiiinnndddlllyyy sssuuuppppppooorrrttteeeddd bbbyyy mmmaaannnyyy lllooocccaaalll bbbuuusssiiinnneeesssssseeesss))) aaannnddd 
ttthhheeeiiirrr aaannnnnnuuuaaalll SSSuuummmmmmeeerrr FFFeeettteee aaattt YYYooorrrkkk HHHooouuussseee...  

TTThhheee cccooovvveeerrreeeddd aaarrreeeaaa hhhaaasss hhhaaaddd aaannn iiimmmmmmeeedddiiiaaattteee eeeffffffeeecccttt ooonnn ttteeeaaaccchhhiiinnnggg aaannnddd 
llleeeaaarrrnnniiinnnggg aaattt sssccchhhoooooolll,,, mmmeeeaaannniiinnnggg ttthhheee ttteeeaaaccchhheeerrrsss cccaaannn cccrrreeeaaattteee dddyyynnnaaammmiiiccc,,, 
eeennngggaaagggiiinnnggg llleeeaaarrrnnniiinnnggg eeexxxpppeeerrriiieeennnccceeesss,,, rrreeegggaaarrrdddllleeessssss ooofff ttthhheee wwweeeaaattthhheeerrr...  
RRRuuusssssseeellllll SSStttrrreeeeeettt SSSccchhhoooooolll ccchhhiiillldddrrreeennn wwwooouuulllddd llliiikkkeee tttooo ttthhhaaannnkkk ttthhheee TTTooowwwnnn 
CCCooouuunnnccciiilll fffooorrr ttthhheeeiiirrr dddooonnnaaatttiiiooonnn... LLLooooookkk ooouuuttt fffooorrr ttthhheee RRRuuusssssseeellllll SSStttrrreeeeeettt SSSccchhhoooooolll 
PPPaaarrreeennntttsss''' AAAssssssoooccciiiaaatttiiiooonnn cccooommmmmmuuunnniiitttyyy eeevvveeennnttt::: ttthhheee SSStttooonnnyyy SSStttooorrryyy QQQuuueeesssttt iiinnn 
AAAppprrriiilll 222000222000...  



NNNeeewwwsss fffrrrooommm RRRuuusssssseeellllll SSStttrrreeeeeettt SSSccchhhoooooolll 

CCChhhiiinnneeessseee NNNeeewww YYYeeeaaarrr  
TTThhheee ccchhhiiillldddrrreeennn hhhaaaddd aaa 
fffaaannntttaaassstttiiiccc tttiiimmmeee  
llleeeaaarrrnnniiinnnggg aaabbbooouuuttt 
CCChhhiiinnneeessseee NNNeeewww YYYeeeaaarrr... 
TTThhheeeyyy llleeeaaarrrnnnttt ttthhheee ssstttooorrryyy 
aaannnddd pppeeerrrfffooorrrmmmeeeddd aaa  
tttrrraaadddiiitttiiiooonnnaaalll dddrrraaagggooonnn 
dddaaannnccceee... 

GGGyyymmmnnnaaassstttiiicccsss  
CCCooommmpppeeetttiiitttiiiooonnn
OOOuuurrr ccchhhiiillldddrrreeennn rrreeeccceeennntttlllyyy 
tttooooookkk pppaaarrrttt iiinnn aaa lllooocccaaalll  
gggyyymmmnnnaaassstttiiicccsss  
cccooommmpppeeetttiiitttiiiooonnn... TTThhheeeyyy cccaaammmeee 
444ttthhh aaannnddd dddeeemmmooonnnssstttrrraaattteeeddd ttthhheee ppprrrooogggrrreeessssss ttthhhaaattt ttthhheeeyyy hhhaaavvveee mmmaaadddeee iiinnn ooouuurrr 
PPP...EEE... llleeessssssooonnnsss aaattt sssccchhhoooooolll... MMMrrr CCCooooookkksssllleeeyyy ooonnneee ooofff ooouuurrr PPP...EEE... cccoooaaaccchhheeesss sssaaaiiiddd 
“““III aaammm iiimmmmmmeeennnssseeelllyyy ppprrrooouuuddd ooofff hhhooowww ttthhheee ttteeeaaammm pppeeerrrfffooorrrmmmeeeddd tttooodddaaayyy,,, ttthhheeeyyy 

ssshhhooowwweeeddd eeexxxccceeeppptttiiiooonnnaaallllllyyy hhhiiiggghhh llleeevvveeelllsss ooofff ssskkkiiillllll aaannnddd aaabbbiiillliiitttyyy”””... 

CCCooommmmmmuuunnniiitttyyy LLLiiinnnkkksss  
TTThhheee ccchhhiiillldddrrreeennn iiinnn YYYeeeaaarrr 222 
wwweeerrreee llluuuccckkkyyy eeennnooouuuggghhh tttooo 
vvviiisssiiittt SSSttt... MMMaaarrryyy aaannnddd SSSttt... 
GGGiiillleeesss ccchhhuuurrrccchhh tttooo fffiiinnnddd ooouuuttt 
aaabbbooouuuttt ttthhheee CCChhhuuurrrccchhh  
ooorrrgggaaannn... IIIttt wwwaaasss aaa vvveeerrryyy 
iiinnnttteeerrreeessstttiiinnnggg vvviiisssiiittt;;; ttthhheee 
ccchhhiiillldddrrreeennn lllooovvveeeddd hhheeeaaarrriiinnnggg 
ttthhheee ooorrrgggaaannn aaannnddd fffiiinnndddiiinnnggg 
ooouuuttt hhhooowww iiittt wwwooorrrkkksss... 

WWWeee oooffffffeeerrr ppplllaaaccceeesss aaattt 
sssccchhhoooooolll fffooorrr ccchhhiiillldddrrreeennn 
aaagggeeeddd 333---777 yyyeeeaaarrrsss... IIIfff yyyooouuu 
aaarrreee iiinnnttteeerrreeesssttteeeddd iiinnn yyyooouuurrr 
ccchhhiiilllddd aaatttttteeennndddiiinnnggg RRRuuusssssseeellllll 
SSStttrrreeeeeettt,,, pppllleeeaaassseee ssseeeeee ooouuurrr wwweeebbbsssiiittteee fffooorrr fffuuurrrttthhheeerrr iiinnnfffooorrrmmmaaatttiiiooonnn,,, 
wwwwwwwww...rrruuusssssseeellllll---ssstttrrreeeeeettt---sssccchhhoooooolll...cccooo...uuukkk... 

Parents Partner with York House Centre to offer Playgroup for 
Stony Stratford 

Local parents have come  
together with York House Centre 
in Stony Stratford to create a 
new playgroup, which had its 
first session on 13th January 
2020. 

The group will now be known as the York House Young Ones – 
Yo-Yos for short – and will offer crafts, toys, indoor and outdoor 
activities and a safe and welcoming environment for babies, 
toddlers and their parents and carers. The group will run from 
9.30am – 11.30am every Monday during term-time in the Main 
Hall at York House. 

The partnership developed after a long-running playgroup held 
at York House was scheduled to close and parents approached 
York House to try to keep the much-loved group going. 

Yo-Yos will be run by parents,  
supported by York House Centre, 
who have helped to set up the new 
group and are hosting the sessions. 
As well as a wide range of toys, a 
snack break for the children and  
refreshments for the grown-ups, 
there will be the opportunity to use 
York House’s outdoor spaces in good 
weather plus regular music, story 
time and other themed sessions. 
Yo-Yos will cost just £2.50 per family 
per session to help cover the costs of running the group. 

The group’s coordinator, Kate Shaw, said: “I’ve been to the  
playgroup at York House with all my children, and it has always 
been a lovely friendly environment. We’re so pleased that we’ve 
been able to get this new group going, thanks to the support 
from York House. As parents we want to make Yo-Yos the group 
we want for our children and we’re sure it will be great fun – 
and thanks to all the equipment and facilities at York House, 
great value too.” 

Centre Manager, Fiona Trinder, commented: “We are delighted 
that there will continue to be a baby and toddler group running 
at York House Centre. It’s lovely to have a warm, stimulating  
environment to take your little ones along to and parents and 
carers will get a chance to socialise whilst the children play.  
Huge thanks to the parent volunteers who have stepped in to 
develop and run York House Yo-Yos, we look forward to working 
with you in the years ahead.”  

For more information see http://york-house.org.uk/york-house-
yo-yos. 

Stony Stratford Nightingales 
There’s always lots of fun to be had and 
new skills to learn at Stony Stratford  
Nightingales. At the January Members 

meeting we learned to Line Dance! More difficult than you 
think! But the ladies strutted their stuff and had a great time. 
Check out the website www.stonynightingaleswi.co.uk, or our 
Facebook page at Stony Nightingales WI for upcoming events. 
Meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month at 
8pm at Swinfen Harris Hall, London Road, Stony Stratford MK11 
1JA. Contact: Julie Clothier, President - 07738 054915.  
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TTThhheee 111000ttthhh AAAnnnnnnuuuaaalll BBBaaarrrdddiiiccc TTTrrriiiaaalllsss ooofff SSStttooonnnyyy SSStttrrraaatttfffooorrrddd 
TTThhheee gggooooooddd pppeeeooopppllleee ooofff 
SSStttooonnnyyy SSStttrrraaatttfffooorrrddd 
fffiiilllllleeeddd YYYooorrrkkk HHHooouuussseee ooonnn 
ttthhheee 111777ttthhh JJJaaannnuuuaaarrryyy 
222000222000 tttooo aaappppppoooiiinnnttt 
ttthhheeeiiirrr TTTeeennnttthhh BBBaaarrrddd!!! 
FFFiiivvveee BBBaaarrrdddiiiccc  
CCCaaannndddiiidddaaattteeesss bbbaaattttttllleeeddd 
iiittt ooouuuttt bbbeeefffooorrreee aaannn 
eeennnttthhhuuusssiiiaaassstttiiiccc cccrrrooowwwddd,,, 
bbbuuuttt ttthhheee hhhooonnnooouuurrrsss 
fffiiinnnaaallllllyyy wwweeennnttt tttooo AAAnnndddyyy 
PPPooowwweeellllll... AAAnnndddyyy'''sss 
BBBaaarrrdddiiiccc IIInnnttteeennnttt 
(((bbbeeelllooowww))) wwwiiillllll ttteeellllll yyyooouuu 
aaallllll yyyooouuu nnneeeeeeddd tttooo kkknnnooowww aaabbbooouuuttt ttthhhiiisss pppooopppuuulllaaarrr BBBaaarrrdddiiiccc ccchhhoooiiiccceee... WWWeee lllooooookkk 
fffooorrrwwwaaarrrddd tttooo aaa wwwooonnndddeeerrrfffuuulll YYYeeeaaarrr aaannnddd aaa DDDaaayyy ooofff BBBaaarrrddd AAAnnndddyyy... AAAllllll hhhaaaiiilll 
ttthhheee BBBaaarrrddd!!! AAAllllll hhhaaaiiilll ttthhheee BBBaaarrrddd!!! AAAllllll hhhaaaiiilll ttthhheee BBBaaarrrddd!!!   

TTThhheee BBBaaarrrdddiiiccc CCCooouuunnnccciiilll (((TTTeeerrrrrriiieee HHHooowwweeeyyy --- CCChhhaaaiiirrr))) 
SSStttaaattteeemmmeeennnttt ooofff BBBaaarrrdddiiiccc IIInnnttteeennnttt 222000222000  

TTThhheee fffaaacccttt III aaammm eeevvveeennn eeennnttteeerrriiinnnggg aaa BBBaaarrrdddiiiccc TTTrrriiiaaalll,,, wwwooouuulllddd hhhaaavvveee mmmyyy  
fffooorrrmmmeeerrr EEEnnngggllliiissshhh ttteeeaaaccchhheeerrr aaattt sssccchhhoooooolll iiinnn ssstttiiitttccchhheeesss... FFFooorrr ttthhheee ssskkkiiillllll ooofff 
ssspppeeelllllliiinnnggg iiisss nnnooottt ooonnn mmmyyy CCCVVV... SSSooo III wwwooouuulllddd llliiikkkeee tttooo ttthhhaaannnkkk ttthhheee BBBaaarrrdddiiiccc 
CCCooouuunnnccciiilll fffooorrr ttthhhiiisss oooppppppooorrrtttuuunnniiitttyyy,,, mmmyyy fffeeellllllooowww cccooommmpppeeetttiiitttooorrrsss aaannnddd aaallllll ttthhheee 
pppeeeooopppllleee iiinnn ttthhheee BBBaaarrrdddiiiccc cccooommmmmmuuunnniiitttyyy ttthhhaaattt hhhaaavvveee fffiiirrrsssttt bbbeeeeeennn  
iiinnnssspppiiirrriiinnnggg,,, ssseeecccooonnndddlllyyy wwweeelllcccooommmiiinnnggg,,, bbbuuuttt aaalllwwwaaayyysss eeennncccooouuurrraaagggiiinnnggg... IIIttt mmmaaayyy 
ssseeeeeemmm tttooo mmmaaannnyyy ooofff yyyooouuu ttthhhaaattt III aaammm aaalllwwwaaayyysss iiinnn ttthhhiiisss tttooowwwnnn,,, dddeeessspppiiittteee ttthhheee 
fffaaacccttt III llliiivvveee 555 mmmiiillleeesss aaawwwaaayyy... III ooonnnccceee hhhaaaddd tttooo aaatttttteeennnddd aaa TTTooowwwnnn CCCooouuunnnccciiilll  
mmmeeeeeetttiiinnnggg fffooorrr eeevvveeennnttt ooorrrgggaaannniiissseeerrrsss iiinnn SSStttooonnnyyy... OOOnnn eeennnttteeerrriiinnnggg III wwwaaasss aaassskkkeeeddd 
"""WWWhhhaaattt pppaaarrrttt ooofff SSStttooonnnyyy SSStttrrraaatttfffooorrrddd,,, dddooo yyyooouuu cccooommmeee fffrrrooommm AAAnnndddyyy???""" 
SSSppprrriiinnngggfffiiieeelllddd,,, III sssaaaiiiddd...  
SSStttooonnnyyy'''sss cccooommmmmmuuunnniiitttyyy iiisss mmmuuuccchhh wwwiiidddeeerrr ttthhhaaannn ttthhheee tttooowwwnnn bbbooouuunnndddaaarrriiieeesss... 
HHHooowwweeevvveeerrr,,, ttthhhiiisss tttooowwwnnn hhhaaasss iiitttsss ccchhhaaarrrmmm aaannnddd iiittt hhhaaasss hhhooooookkkeeeddd mmmeee,,, aaannnddd 
llliiikkkeee ttthhheee mmmooosssttt ggguuulllllliiibbbllleee ooofff fffiiissshhheeesss iiittt kkkeeeeeepppsss rrreeeeeellliiinnnggg mmmeee iiinnn... III sssaaannnggg mmmyyy 
fffiiirrrsssttt eeevvveeerrr sssooolllooo sssooonnnggg iiinnn pppuuubbbllliiiccc iiinnn ttthhheee VVVaaauuullltttsss BBBaaarrr aaannnddd hhhaaavvveee ssspppeeennnttt 
eeevvveeerrryyy yyyeeeaaarrr sssiiinnnccceee mmmaaakkkiiinnnggg sssuuurrreee ttthhheee nnneeexxxttt ooonnneee iiisss nnnooottt mmmyyy lllaaasssttt... WWWhhhaaattt 
wwweee dddooo hhheeerrreee iiisss rrreeemmmaaarrrkkkaaabbbllleee!!! MMMuuusssiiiccc,,, ttthhheeeaaatttrrreee,,, pppoooeeetttrrryyy,,, wwwooonnndddeeerrrfffuuulll 
ssstttooorrryyy ttteeelllllliiinnnggg,,, dddaaannnccciiinnnggg,,, gggooooooddd fffooooooddd,,, gggooooooddd aaallleee,,, gggaaarrrdddeeennnsss,,, ssshhhuuuttttttiiinnnggg 
ttthhheee HHHiiiggghhh SSStttrrreeeeeettt,,, lllaaannnttteeerrrnnn pppaaarrraaadddeeesss aaannnddd vvveeettteeerrraaannn vvveeehhhiiicccllleeesss... TTThhheee llliiisssttt 
iiisss iiinnnfffiiinnniiittteee aaannnddd iiisss cccooonnnssstttaaannntttlllyyy bbbeeeiiinnnggg aaaddddddeeeddd tttooo... IIIttt'''sss jjjuuusssttt wwwooonnndddeeerrrfffuuulll 
aaannnddd III sssuuussspppeeecccttt uuunnniiiqqquuueee...  
FFFooorrr mmmyyy sssmmmaaallllll pppaaarrrttt III hhhaaavvveee bbbeeeeeennn ooorrrgggaaannniiisssiiinnnggg SSStttooonnnyyyLLLiiivvveee fffooorrr ooovvveeerrr 111999 
yyyeeeaaarrrsss,,, 111000 ooofff ttthhheeemmm aaasss iiitttsss ccchhhaaaiiirrrmmmaaannn;;; aaannnddd hhhaaavvveee cccooommmeee tttooo kkknnnooowww aaallllll 
ttthhheee ppprrreeevvviiiooouuusss BBBaaarrrdddsss aaasss mmmyyy fffrrriiieeennndddsss aaannnddd III aaapppppprrreeeccciiiaaattteee ttthhheeeiiirrr  
cccooonnntttrrriiibbbuuutttiiiooonnn tttooo  SSStttooonnnyyyLLLiiivvveee ttthhhrrrooouuuggghhh wwwrrriiitttiiinnnggg aaa pppoooeeemmm fffooorrr ooouuurrr  
bbbrrroooccchhhuuurrreee aaannnddd tttaaakkkiiinnnggg pppaaarrrttt iiinnn ooouuurrr wwweeeeeekkk ooofff mmmuuusssiiiccc aaannnddd ttthhheee aaarrrtttsss...  
TTThhheeeyyy hhhaaavvveee aaallllll bbbrrrooouuuggghhhttt sssooommmeeettthhhiiinnnggg dddiiiffffffeeerrreeennnttt;;; cccaaappptttuuurrriiinnnggg SSStttooonnnyyy 
SSStttrrraaatttfffooorrrddd iiinnn ttthhheeeiiirrr BBBaaarrrdddiiiccc wwwaaayyysss aaannnddd wwweeeaaavvviiinnnggg iiittt iiinnntttooo ttthhheee tttooowwwnnn'''sss 
DDDNNNAAA... SSSooo mmmyyy iiinnnttteeennnttt ssshhhooouuulllddd bbbeee aaannnddd wwwooouuulllddd bbbeee aaannnddd cccooouuulllddd bbbeee (((iiifff yyyooouuu 
vvvooottteee fffooorrr mmmeee))) tttooo dddooo jjjuuusssttt ttthhhaaattt... III wwwooouuulllddd llleeevvveeerrraaagggeee aaallllll mmmyyy pppeeerrrccceeeiiivvveeeddd 
ssskkkiiillllllsss... MMMuuusssiiiccc,,, aaaccctttiiinnnggg,,, pppoooeeetttrrryyy??? III'''vvveee wwwrrriiitttttteeennn aaa qqquuueeessstttiiiooonnn mmmaaarrrkkk aaafffttteeerrr 
ttthhheee wwwooorrrddd pppoooeeetttrrryyy... BBBaaannnjjjooo??? III wwwooouuulllddd bbbrrriiinnnggg aaallllll ooofff ttthhheeessseee tttooo bbbeeeaaarrr ooonnn 
ttthhheee pppooosssiiitttiiiooonnn ooofff BBBaaarrrddd... BBBuuuttt III ttthhhiiinnnkkk III hhhaaavvveee sssooommmeee eeexxxpppeeerrrtttiiissseee ooonnn wwwhhhaaattt 
mmmaaakkkeeesss ttthhheee hhheeeaaarrrttt ooofff ttthhhiiisss tttooowwwnnn::: wwwhhhaaattt kkkeeeeeepppsss iiittt tttiiiccckkkiiinnnggg,,, aaannnddd wwwhhhaaattt 
kkkeeeeeepppsss ttthhheee bbblllooooooddd pppuuummmpppiiinnnggg iiinnn iiitttsss vvveeeiiinnnsss... IIIttt'''sss YYYooouuu!!! 
SSSooo mmmyyy iiinnnttteeennnttt wwwooouuulllddd bbbeee tttooo wwwrrriiittteee yyyooouuurrr ssstttooorrriiieeesss aaannnddd wwweeeaaavvveee ttthhheeemmm 
iiinnntttooo ttthhheee BBBaaarrrdddiiiccc tttrrraaadddiiitttiiiooonnnsss ooofff ttthhhiiisss tttooowwwnnn... III wwwooouuulllddd aaalllsssooo llliiikkkeee tttooo bbbeee 
iiinnnvvvooolllvvveeeddd iiinnn eeennncccooouuurrraaagggiiinnnggg fffuuutttuuurrreee BBBaaarrrdddsss;;; mmmaaayyybbbeee dddoooiiinnnggg sssooommmeee 
wwwooorrrkkkssshhhooopppsss tttooo eeennncccooouuurrraaagggeee pppeeeooopppllleee tttooo tttaaakkkeee pppaaarrrttt... PPPeeerrrhhhaaapppsss gggeeettt 
sssooommmeee ooofff yyyooouuu ggguuuyyysss sssiiinnngggiiinnnggg,,, ttteeelllllliiinnnggg pppoooeeemmmsss aaannnddd ssstttooorrriiieeesss??? BBBeeeiiinnnggg 
BBBaaarrrddd wwwiiillllll bbbeee aaa rrreeessspppooonnnsssiiibbbiiillliiitttyyy... BBBuuuttt iiittt wwwiiillllll aaalllsssooo bbbeee aaannn hhhooonnnooouuurrr...
TTThhhaaannnkkk YYYooouuu...                            AAAnnndddyyy PPPooowwweeellllll,,, BBBaaarrrddd ooofff SSStttooonnnyyy SSStttrrraaatttfffooorrrddd   

StonyWords 2020 

From January 17 to February 4 – in the 
depths of winter, a festival to give us all 
cheer and encouragement. 27 events in 8 
venues organised by 16 different groups. 
Yes, it’s StonyWords, the original Milton 
Keynes literature festival celebrating the 
word through story-telling, film, music, 
drama, creative writing, poetry and visits 

by writers of national and international reputation. 

The festival was bookended 
with the election of a new Bard 
for Stony Stratford and Tales 
Tattled and Told @ The Crown. 
It closed with the launch of 
“Rowans Words”, celebrating a 
writing group in Fullers Slade. 
There were talks about Henry VI 
(the king in three parts), air 
pollution, King Arthur and the 
Rise and Fall of Britain as a  
global nation. 

There was the annual  
pantomime – Peter Pan in  
StonyLand. The Stony  
Playreaders read a new play 
about the murder of Mrs  
Bennet at Calverton Manor in 1694. Stony Scala Film Club 
showed “Transit” set in Second World War Marseille. There were 
two performances of “Peterloo and Its Legacy”, about the  
massacre in Manchester in August 1819, the first of which was 
accompanied by an illustrated talk about the event by Robert 
Poole. 

There was an illustrated talk about the history and geography of 
Sicily and a celebration of the life and work of Robert Burns – 
complete with haggis (both original and vegetarian!). Music 
came from Mr Simpson’s Little Consort. Oh, and a creative  
writing workshop. 

And there were two events for children – a visit to St Mary and St 
Giles School by story-teller Kevin Crossley-Holland and a morning 
for children at the Library by Zoolab – complete with animals. 

The name StonyWords is an umbrella for all the groups that are 
involved in putting the festival together. Next year it will run 
from January 15 to January 31. If you have any ideas or thoughts 
about this year’s programme or next, contact us via 
www.stonywords.org.uk. 



wwwwww..ssttoonnyyyssttrraattffoorrdd..gggoovv..uukk

Stony Stratford Rainbows,  
Brownies & Guides  

As we welcome in the New Year, we 
can reflect on our activities and 
experiences we had last year – 
these included sleepovers, camps 

(large and small), visits, crafts, singing at camp fires, eating 
smores, making new friends – plus many more! Plans are already 
underway for 2020 and 
exciting times ahead.  
However, without our 
volunteer leaders we 
wouldn’t be able to 
give the girls such  
wonderful experiences. 

Volunteering with us 
isn't just about  
campfires and helping girls to get their next badge - although 
those are special moments that we all share. It's about  
empowering girls and giving them new experiences. It's being a 
role model and helping girls to realise their full potential. It's 
sharing and developing your skills. 
As you are reading this, you too can do something for you and 
your community. For instance: 
Meet new friends living near you. 
Take a refreshing break from your everyday routine. 
Share a skill or specialism. 
Make a difference to the lives of girls in your community. 
Spend time laughing, playing and being inspired by incredible 

girls and young women. 
Build skills for life. 
Working with young people and other volunteers helps develop 

valuable, transferable skills like event planning, time             
management, leadership skills and budgeting. 

You choose the volunteer role that matches your skills and time. 
Then we'll help you build skills with training opportunities suited 
to your role that make your CV stand out. Take our Leadership 
Qualification, become a trained first aider or get qualified for 
outdoor activities such as climbing and kayaking. Your  
professional and personal experience, a specific skill or simply 
your enthusiasm - you have so much to share with girls and 
young women in guiding. Whether you've been involved in  
guiding before or you are completely new to us, you'll feel proud 
to watch girls grow through guiding. You can be an inspiration for 
girls. 

Our volunteers do amazing things - 
some of which might surprise you. 
You could find yourself white  
water rafting, training guiding 
Leaders overseas, celebrating or 
singing along with 10,000 girls at 
Wembley Arena. 

Volunteer and make a difference!      
We are currently looking for help 
at our Brownie unit in Stony  
Stratford. You could be the next 
helper or leader! 

Please email us at  
Wolvertondc@outlook.com or go our website 
www.girlguiding.org.uk where you can get more information 
about each section and also register your interest. 

Margaret and Janice – District Commissioners  



SSStttooonnnyyy SSStttrrraaatttfffooorrrddd LLLiiiooonnnsss CCCllluuubbb  
SSStttooonnnyyy SSStttrrraaatttfffooorrrddd LLLiiiooonnnsss CCCllluuubbb cccooonnntttiiinnnuuueee tttooo bbbeee aaaccctttiiivvveee 
iiinnn ttthhheee lllooocccaaalll cccooommmmmmuuunnniiitttyyy aaannnddd fffuuurrrttthhheeerrr aaafffiiieeelllddd rrraaaiiisssiiinnnggg 
fffuuunnndddsss aaannnddd qqquuuiiieeetttlllyyy hhheeelllpppiiinnnggg pppeeeooopppllleee... TTThhheee cccllluuubbb mmmeeeeeetttsss 
aaattt AAAbbbbbbeeeyyy HHHiiillllll GGGooolllfff CCCeeennntttrrreee ooonnn ttthhheee 111sssttt aaannnddd 333rrrddd 

WWWeeedddnnneeesssdddaaayyysss ooofff eeeaaaccchhh mmmooonnnttthhh... IIIfff yyyooouuu kkknnnooowww ooofff pppeeeooopppllleee wwwhhhooo nnneeeeeeddd 
hhheeelllppp,,, mmmeeemmmbbbeeerrrsss ooofff yyyooouuuttthhh gggrrrooouuupppsss wwwhhhooo wwwiiissshhh tttooo tttrrraaavvveeelll ooorrr aaassssssiiissstttaaannnccceee 
wwwiiittthhh aaannnyyy ooottthhheeerrr ppprrrooojjjeeecccttt,,, pppllleeeaaassseee cccooonnntttaaacccttt ooouuurrr wwweeelllfffaaarrreee CCChhhaaaiiirrrmmmaaannn  
BBBrrriiiaaannn ooonnn 000111999000888 555666444888888111... 

WWWeee aaarrreee pppllleeeaaassseeeddd tttooo aaannnnnnooouuunnnccceee aaa nnneeewww mmmeeemmmbbbeeerrr,,, iiinnnddduuucccttteeeddd aaattt ooouuurrr 
JJJaaannnuuuaaarrryyy mmmeeeeeetttiiinnnggg... WWWeeelllcccooommmeee,,, TTTiiimmm... WWWeee wwwiiissshhh yyyooouuu mmmaaannnyyy hhhaaappppppyyy yyyeeeaaarrrsss 
wwwiiittthhh uuusss aaannnddd lllooooookkk fffooorrrwwwaaarrrddd tttooo eeennnjjjoooyyyiiinnnggg yyyooouuurrr cccooommmpppaaannnyyy aaannnddd sssuuuppppppooorrrttt... 
CCCooonnngggrrraaatttuuulllaaatttiiiooonnnsss tttooo LLLiiiooonnn MMMaaalllcccooolllmmm PPPrrruuussskkkiiinnn wwwhhhooo hhhaaasss bbbeeeeeennn eeellleeecccttteeeddd 
tttooo ssseeerrrvvveee aaasss ppprrreeesssiiidddeeennnttt iiinnn ttthhheee 222000222000///222000222111 yyyeeeaaarrr... 

OOOuuurrr fffiiieeennndddiiissshhhlllyyy dddiiiffffffiiicccuuulllttt LLLooogggooo QQQuuuiiizzz gggeeennneeerrraaattteeeddd iiinnncccooommmeee ooofff £££777111444 wwwiiittthhh 
aaa ppprrrooofffiiittt aaafffttteeerrr ppprrriiinnntttiiinnnggg cccooossstttsss aaannnddd ppprrriiizzzeeesss ooofff £££333555999... TTThhhrrreeeeee lllooocccaaalll pppeeeooopppllleee 
aaallllll ssscccooorrreeeddd 999999%%% aaannnddd wwwooonnn aaa tttoootttaaalll ooofff £££111777555... III aaammm tttooolllddd ttthhhiiisss yyyeeeaaarrr’’’sss qqquuuiiizzz 
wwwiiillllll bbbeee eeeaaasssiiieeerrr (((bbbuuuttt dddooonnn’’’ttt bbbaaannnkkk ooonnn iiittt!!!))) 

WWWeee hhhaaavvveee dddiiissstttrrriiibbbuuuttteeeddd 222000000 MMMeeessssssaaagggeee iiinnn aaa BBBooottttttllleee cccooonnntttaaaiiinnneeerrrsss tttooo lllooocccaaalll 
sssuuurrrgggeeerrriiieeesss aaannnddd ttthhheee FFFiiirrreee SSStttaaatttiiiooonnn... TTThhheee MMMIIIAAABBB sssccchhheeemmmeee cccooonnnsssiiissstttsss ooofff aaa 
sssmmmaaallllll ppplllaaassstttiiiccc bbbooottttttllleee wwwhhhiiiccchhh cccooonnntttaaaiiinnnsss aaa vvvuuulllnnneeerrraaabbbllleee pppeeerrrsssooonnnsss pppeeerrrsssooonnnaaalll 
aaannnddd mmmeeedddiiicccaaalll hhhiiissstttooorrryyy... AAA ssstttiiiccckkkeeerrr ooonnn ttthhheee iiinnnsssiiidddeee ooofff ttthhheeeiiirrr fffrrrooonnnttt dddoooooorrr 
aaallleeerrrtttsss eeemmmeeerrrgggeeennncccyyy wwwooorrrkkkeeerrrsss ––– aaammmbbbuuulllaaannnccceee,,, fffiiirrreee eeetttccc ttthhhaaattt ttthhheeerrreee iiisss aaa 
bbbooottttttllleee ssstttooorrreeeddd iiinnn ttthhheee pppeeerrrsssooonnn’’’sss fffrrriiidddgggeee... IIInnn ttthhheee fffrrriiidddgggeee,,, bbbeeecccaaauuussseee  
eeevvveeerrryyyooonnneee kkknnnooowwwsss wwwhhheeerrreee tttooo fffiiinnnddd iiittt aaannnddd ttthhheee iiinnnttteeerrriiiooorrr ooofff aaa fffrrriiidddgggeee iiisss 
uuusssuuuaaallllllyyy ttthhheee llleeeaaasssttt dddaaammmaaagggeeeddd pppaaarrrttt ooofff aaa hhhooouuussseee iiinnn aaa fffiiirrreee... IIIfff yyyooouuu kkknnnooowww ooofff 
aaa vvvuuulllnnneeerrraaabbbllleee pppeeerrrsssooonnn wwwhhhooo mmmaaayyy bbbeeennneeefffiiittt fffrrrooommm ttthhhiiisss fffaaaccciiillliiitttyyy,,, pppllleeeaaassseee  
cccooonnntttaaacccttt AAAnnndddrrreeewww ooonnn 000111999000888 555000333111333555... 

OOOnnn NNNeeewww YYYeeeaaarrr’’’sss DDDaaayyy tttwwwooo LLLiiiooonnnsss aaannnddd ttthhheeeiiirrr wwwiiivvveeesss aaassssssiiisssttteeeddd wwwiiittthhh ttthhheee 
bbbuuuccckkkeeettt cccooolllllleeeccctttiiiooonnn fffooorrr WWWiiilllllleeennn HHHooossspppiiiccceee aaattt ttthhheee aaannnnnnuuuaaalll VVViiinnntttaaagggeee SSStttooonnnyyy 
CCCaaarrr ssshhhooowww... AAA mmmaaassssssiiivvveee tttoootttaaalll ooofff £££555,,,888555000 wwwaaasss rrraaaiiissseeeddd!!! MMMaaannnyyy ttthhhaaannnkkksss tttooo 
aaallllll wwwhhhooo cccooonnntttrrriiibbbuuuttteeeddd... TTTwwwooo ooofff uuusss aaalllsssooo cccooolllllleeecccttteeeddd aaattt MMMKKK DDDooonnnsss vvv  
SSSuuunnndddeeerrrlllaaannnddd mmmaaatttccchhh fffooorrr ttthhheee HHHooossspppiiiccceee aaannnddd cccooolllllleeecccttteeeddd £££777888777!!! TTThhhaaannnkkk yyyooouuu 
fffooorrr yyyooouuurrr sssuuuppppppooorrrttt fffooorrr ooouuurrr ‘‘‘tttiiinnn ssshhhaaakkkeee’’’ aaattt WWWooolllvvveeerrrtttooonnn TTTeeessscccooo ooonnn  
CCChhhrrriiissstttmmmaaasss EEEvvveee,,, wwwhhheeerrreee £££666666111 wwwaaasss rrraaaiiissseeeddd fffooorrr lllooocccaaalll pppeeeooopppllleee...  

OOOnnn 444ttthhh FFFeeebbbrrruuuaaarrryyy wwweee hhheeelllddd ooouuurrr fffiiirrrsssttt wwwiiinnnttteeerrr MMMoootttooorrrsss aaattt ttthhheee MMMuuussseeeuuummm 
ooonnn ttthhheee nnneeewww hhhaaarrrddd cccaaarrrpppaaarrrkkk... OOOvvveeerrr 888000 cccaaarrrsss ooofff aaallllll ssshhhaaapppeeesss,,, sssiiizzzeeesss,,, cccooolllooouuurrr 
aaannnddd vvviiinnntttaaagggeee tttuuurrrnnneeeddd uuuppp tttooo ccchhhaaattt aaannnddd aaalllsssooo eeennnjjjoooyyy ooouuurrr bbbuuurrrgggeeerrrsss aaannnddd 
bbbaaacccooonnn bbbaaapppsss... WWWeee wwwiiillllll bbbeee hhhooossstttiiinnnggg fffooouuurrr ooottthhheeerrr MMMoooTTTMMM eeevvveeennntttsss ooonnn ttthhheee 
ttthhhiiirrrddd TTThhhuuurrrsssdddaaayyysss ooofff MMMaaayyy,,, JJJuuunnneee,,, JJJuuulllyyy aaannnddd AAAuuuggguuusssttt... AAAllllll wwweeelllcccooommmeee wwwiiittthhh 
ooorrr wwwiiittthhhooouuuttt aaa ccclllaaassssssiiiccc cccaaarrr... OOOuuurrr bbbuuurrrgggeeerrr vvvaaannn hhhaaasss bbbeeeeeennn iiinnnvvviiittteeeddd tttooo ttthhheee 
RRRiiivvveeerrrsssiiidddeee FFFaaaiiirrr ooonnn 111333ttthhh JJJuuunnneee... WWWeee hhhooopppeee tttooo ssseeeeee yyyooouuu ttthhheeerrreee... WWWeee wwwiiillllll 
bbbeee hhhooossstttiiinnnggg ttthhheee TTTooowwwnnn FFFaaayyyrrreee ooonnn WWWooolllvvveeerrrtttooonnn RRRoooaaaddd RRReeecccrrreeeaaatttiiiooonnn 
GGGrrrooouuunnnddd ooonnn AAAuuuggguuusssttt BBBaaannnkkk HHHooollliiidddaaayyy MMMooonnndddaaayyy... FFFuuurrrttthhheeerrr dddeeetttaaaiiilllsss cccooommmiiinnnggg 
sssoooooonnn... 

TTThhheee MMMKKK HHHooossspppiiitttaaalll PPPrrrooojjjeeecccttt iiisss aaalllmmmooosssttt rrreeeaaadddyyy tttooo ooopppeeennn iiinnn AAAppprrriiilll... TTThhhiiisss iiisss aaa 
dddeeedddiiicccaaattteeeddd rrroooooommm cccrrreeeaaattteeeddd bbbyyy ttthhheee hhhooossspppiiitttaaalll aaannnddd ttthhheee fffooouuurrr LLLiiiooonnnsss CCCllluuubbbsss 
iiinnn MMMKKK... IIIttt wwwiiillllll ppprrrooovvviiidddeee aaa rrreeelllaaaxxxiiinnnggg ssspppaaaccceee fffooorrr fffaaammmiiillliiieeesss wwwhhhiiillleee ttthhheeeiiirrr 
lllooovvveeeddd ooonnneeesss aaarrreee tttrrreeeaaattteeeddd... TTThhheeerrreee wwwiiillllll bbbeee mmmiiicccrrrooowwwaaavvveee aaannnddd dddrrriiinnnkkk    
mmmaaakkkiiinnnggg fffaaaccciiillliiitttiiieeesss wwwiiittthhh sssnnnaaaccckkksss ppprrrooovvviiidddeeeddd aaalllooonnnggg wwwiiittthhh TTTVVV aaannnddd gggaaammmeeesss  
cccooonnnsssooollleeesss fffooorrr yyyooouuunnngggsssttteeerrrsss... 
TTThhheee HHHoooiiisssttt wwweee hhheeelllpppeeeddd tttooo 
fffuuunnnddd hhhaaasss nnnooowww bbbeeeeeennn  
iiinnnssstttaaalllllleeeddd aaattt MMMiiiddddddllleeetttooonnn PPPoooooolll 
iiinnn NNNeeewwwpppooorrrttt PPPaaagggnnneeellllll... WWWeee ssstttiiillllll 
hhhaaavvveee wwwhhheeeeeelllccchhhaaaiiirrrsss aaavvvaaaiiilllaaabbbllleee 
fffooorrr llloooaaannn... CCCooonnntttaaacccttt LLLiiiooonnn DDDaaavvviiiddd 
ooonnn 000111999000888 555666888777666000 iiifff yyyooouuu 
wwwooouuulllddd llliiikkkeee tttooo uuussseee ooonnneee ooofff ooouuurrr 
ccchhhaaaiiirrrsss ooorrr bbbuuuggggggiiieeesss... 

IIIfff yyyooouuu aaarrreee iiinnnttteeerrreeesssttteeeddd iiinnn llleeeaaarrrnnniiinnnggg mmmooorrreee aaabbbooouuuttt LLLiiiooonnnsss ooorrr wwwiiissshhh tttooo jjjoooiiinnn 
uuusss pppllleeeaaassseee cccooonnntttaaacccttt LLLiiiooonnn DDDaaavvviiiddd ooonnn 000111999000888 555000777555000999... 

Stony Stratford Women’s Institute  
I don't think we can assume that Winter is 
over yet, but, hopefully, we can look ahead 
now to some drier and sunnier days. Our 

Buckinghamshire WI members can certainly look forward to an 
eventful centenary year. 

At our January meeting, as well as tea, cakes and plenty of 
chat, we discussed our choices for the proposed resolutions to 
be put on the Agenda for the National AGM in June. A Quiz 
followed these discussions, although I have to admit that I was 
probably better at helping with the washing up! Our (January) 
Christmas Lunch in the Conservative Club was a great success, 
as usual, nice to see and talk to friends over a delicious meal, 
and a big thank you to Sue Close for arranging the event. 

Some of our members attended a Musical Lunch at the end of 
the month. The lunch, held in Longueville Hall, was followed by 
a presentation of “Whattalife”, the story of Kathleen Ferrier, 
told in her own words and letters, and songs, beautifully sung 
by Lucie Stevens. Such a moving story and a fitting beginning 
to our Bucks Centenary Year. 

In February our own 
member, Hazel Wallis, 
gave us a Flower  
arranging  
demonstration.  
Excellently done, and 
how good it is to know 
we have such talent 
amongst our members.  
Thank you Hazel, much 
appreciated by us all and 
particularly by the members who won the flowers in the raffle 
at the end. 

At our March meeting we shall be welcoming Catherine  
Williscroft, who gave us such an interesting talk last year on 
her career in the Police Mounted Branch, she will be telling us 
this time what would happen if we were arrested. Interesting, 
but let's hope it never happens! Should we be prepared?? In 
April, quite a different subject “Recycling, but not as we know 
it”.  Some of us have already met Susan Drage, the speaker, 
and it should prove very interesting and entertaining. 

May brings discussion of the resolution(s) which members 
have chosen to be on the Agenda for the National AGM. One 
of our members will be the delegate attending the AGM, to be 
held, this year, in the Albert Hall so we shall have a first hand 
report on the meeting later in the year. We shall have a Quiz 
or some other entertainment after the discussion, to lighten 
the mood. In June Milena Kavrakova will be telling what it was 
like growing up in a Communist country and playing to us on 
her Cello. It should be a different and interesting afternoon. 

Of course, there are special events all through the year for the 
Federation's Centenary: an Investigation and Discovery Day; a 
film at the Waterside Theatre in Aylesbury of Red Joan,  
Russian Spy, played by Judi Dench; our Annual Council Meeting 
with guest speakers Dame Esther Rantzen and Jay Blades of 
The Repair Shop, etc., all held between March and June – 
should keep us busy! 

Meetings are in York House, London Road at 2.15pm on the 
first Tuesday of every month. Visitors are welcome, give us a 
ring or email, or just come along. Contact Janet Baxter (01908 
313677) or Gill Williams (01908 563684) or e-mail 
Gill.williams@fsml.co.uk for further details.  



Galley Hill Resident’s Association  

Christmas Party on Galley Hill 
Yes, we know that Christmas seems a long time ago now but, 
just to mention that the 
Galley Hill Residents  
Association held its annual 
Christmas party at the  
Walnut Centre. There were 
lots of craft activities, free 
cakes, mince pies and  
biscuits, as well as coffee, 
teas and soft drinks. Santa 
and one of his elves even 
made an appearance and 
gave out presents of  
selection boxes to the  
children.  

New Readers Start Here?  
Some of the younger residents of Galley Hill approached the 
Chairman asking for items and articles in the GHRA newsletter 
that would be suitable for their enjoyment. As a result the  
January edition of the Residents Association included a word-
search and the February edition included a Sudoku. 

The next Galley Hill Residents Association meeting dates are:- 
Thursday 16th April 
Thursday 21st May 
Thursday 18th June 

All starting at 7pm at the Small Meeting Place, Galley Hill. 

SSStttooonnnyyy SSStttrrraaatttfffooorrrddd AAArrrttt SSSoooccciiieeetttyyy  

WWWiiinnnttteeerrr iiisss ooonnn ttthhheee wwwaaayyy ooouuuttt aaannnddd wwweee aaarrreee lllooooookkkiiinnnggg fffooorrrwwwaaarrrddd tttooo sssppprrriiinnnggg,,, 
tttrrreeeeeesss wwwiiillllll cccooommmeee iiinnntttooo bbbuuuddd aaannnddd ooouuurrr gggaaarrrdddeeennnsss wwwiiillllll ppprrroooddduuuccceee ggglllooorrriiiooouuusss 
cccooolllooouuurrr aaagggaaaiiinnn aaannnddd ooouuurrr ttthhhooouuuggghhhtttsss tttuuurrrnnn tttooo cccrrreeeaaatttiiivvveee aaaccctttiiivvviiitttiiieeesss... OOOuuurrr 
AAAnnnnnnuuuaaalll MMMeeemmmbbbeeerrrsss’’’ LLLuuunnnccchhh iiinnn lllaaattteee JJJaaannnuuuaaarrryyy wwwaaasss aaa gggrrreeeaaattt sssuuucccccceeessssss,,, nnnooowww 
wwweee lllooooookkk fffooorrrwwwaaarrrddd tttooo ooouuurrr rrreeeggguuulllaaarrr mmmeeeeeetttiiinnngggsss iiinnn YYYooorrrkkk HHHooouuussseee ooonnn ttthhheee 
ssseeecccooonnnddd aaannnddd fffooouuurrrttthhh TTTuuueeesssdddaaayyy aaafffttteeerrrnnnoooooonnnsss ooofff eeeaaaccchhh mmmooonnnttthhh... 

WWWhhheeennn III jjjoooiiinnneeeddd ttthhheee SSStttooonnnyyy SSStttrrraaatttfffooorrrddd AAArrrttt SSSoooccciiieeetttyyy III hhhaaaddd dddooonnneee vvveeerrryyy 
llliiittttttllleee pppaaaiiinnntttiiinnnggg,,, bbbuuuttt aaasss ooouuurrr mmmeeemmmbbbeeerrrsss cccooovvveeerrr aaa wwwiiidddeee rrraaannngggeee ooofff aaarrrttt aaannnddd 
cccrrraaaffftttiiinnnggg iiinnn mmmaaannnyyy ssstttyyyllleeesss aaannnddd mmmeeedddiiiuuummmsss,,, III wwwaaasss qqquuuiiiccckkklllyyy gggiiivvveeennn ttthhheee  
sssuuuppppppooorrrttt aaannnddd aaadddvvviiiccceee bbboooooossstttiiinnnggg mmmyyy cccooonnnfffiiidddeeennnccceee tttooo iiimmmppprrrooovvveee mmmyyy  
dddrrraaawwwiiinnnggg,,, pppaaaiiinnntttiiinnnggg aaannnddd cccrrraaaffftttiiinnnggg,,, gggiiivvviiinnnggg mmmeee aaa wwwiiidddeeerrr vvviiieeewww tttooo  
eeexxxpppeeerrriiimmmeeennnttt wwwiiittthhh mmmyyy aaarrrttt... WWWhhheeettthhheeerrr yyyooouuu aaarrreee aaannn eeexxxpppeeerrriiieeennnccceeeddd aaarrrtttiiisssttt,,, 
cccrrraaafffttteeerrr ooorrr bbbeeegggiiinnnnnneeerrr aaannnddd wwwaaannnttt tttooo llleeettt yyyooouuurrr iiinnnnnneeerrr cccrrreeeaaatttiiivvviiitttyyy ooouuuttt,,, ooorrr iiifff 
yyyooouuu aaarrreee lllooooookkkiiinnnggg fffooorrr aaa fffrrriiieeennndddlllyyy gggrrrooouuuppp tttooo jjjoooiiinnn,,, cccooonnntttaaacccttt ooouuurrr SSSeeecccrrreeetttaaarrryyy 
fffooorrr mmmooorrreee iiinnnfffooorrrmmmaaatttiiiooonnn... NNNeeewww mmmeeemmmbbbeeerrrsss wwwiiittthhh aaallllll llleeevvveeelllsss ooofff aaabbbiiillliiitttyyy aaannnddd 
ssstttyyyllleeesss fffrrrooommm bbbeeegggiiinnnnnneeerrrsss tttooo eeexxxpppeeerrriiieeennnccceeeddd aaarrrtttiiissstttsss aaarrreee vvveeerrryyy wwweeelllcccooommmeee...  

AAAsss uuusssuuuaaalll wwweee ppplllaaannn tttooo sssuuuppppppooorrrttt aaannnddd pppaaarrrtttiiiccciiipppaaattteee iiinnn aaa wwwiiidddeee rrraaannngggeee ooofff 
lllooocccaaalll eeevvveeennntttsss aaasss dddaaattteeesss bbbeeecccooommmeee cccllleeeaaarrr... OOOuuurrr 222000222000 aaannnnnnuuuaaalll  
mmmeeemmmbbbeeerrrssshhhiiippp fffeeeeee iiisss £££222888 pppllluuusss £££111 aaatttttteeennndddaaannnccceee fffooorrr eeeaaaccchhh ssseeessssssiiiooonnn,,, 
wwwhhheeerrreee ttteeeaaa,,, cccoooffffffeeeeee aaannnddd bbbiiissscccuuuiiitttsss aaarrreee aaavvvaaaiiilllaaabbbllleee... WWWeee fffeeeeeelll ttthhhiiisss iiisss ssstttiiillllll 
gggooooooddd vvvaaallluuueee fffooorrr mmmooonnneeeyyy iiinnn cccooommmpppaaarrriiisssooonnn tttooo ooottthhheeerrr aaaccctttiiivvviiitttiiieeesss aaannnddd aaarrrttt 
gggrrrooouuupppsss lllooocccaaallllllyyy... FFFooorrr 222000222000 ooouuurrr pppaaatttttteeerrrnnn ooofff mmmeeeeeetttiiinnngggsss aaattt YYYooorrrkkk HHHooouuussseee iiisss 
ttthhheee 222nnnddd aaannnddd 444ttthhh TTTuuueeesssdddaaayyy aaafffttteeerrrnnnoooooonnn ooofff eeeaaaccchhh mmmooonnnttthhh fffrrrooommm 111444...000000 tttooo 
111666...000000 hhhooouuurrrsss... FFFuuurrrttthhheeerrr iiinnnfffooorrrmmmaaatttiiiooonnn iiisss aaavvvaaaiiilllaaabbbllleee fffrrrooommm ttthhheee SSSeeecccrrreeetttaaarrryyy,,, 
ttteeelll::: 000111222999666 777333000111999666...    

CCClllaaassssssiiiccc SSStttooonnnyyy
TTThhheee 111222ttthhh '''CCClllaaassssssiiiccc SSStttooonnnyyy''' wwwiiillllll aaagggaaaiiinnn bbbeee tttaaakkkiiinnnggg ppplllaaaccceee ooonnn SSSuuunnndddaaayyy 777ttthhh 
JJJuuunnneee 222000222000 --- fffrrrooommm 999...333000aaammm tttooo 444pppmmm... TTThhheee uuusssuuuaaalll fffooorrrmmmaaattt,,, wwwiiittthhh  
hhhooopppeeefffuuullllllyyy aaa fffeeewww sssuuurrrppprrriiissseeesss,,, (((mmmaaayyybbbeee aaannn RRRAAAFFF BBBaaattttttllleee ooofff BBBrrriiitttaaaiiinnn FFFlllyyy 
PPPaaasssttt aaagggaaaiiinnn,,, pppllluuusss aaa fffeeewww fffaaammmooouuusss ggguuueeessstttsss???)))... 

AAA ssspppeeeccciiiaaalll ttthhhaaannnkkk yyyooouuu tttooo aaallllll ooouuurrr vvvooollluuunnnttteeeeeerrr mmmuuusssiiiccciiiaaannnsss wwwhhhooo wwwiiillllll bbbeee 
pppeeerrrfffooorrrmmmiiinnnggg ooonnn ooouuurrr MMMaaarrrkkkeeettt SSSqqquuuaaarrreee ssstttaaagggeee aaasss pppaaarrrttt ooofff '''SSStttooonnnyyyLLLiiivvveee'''...  
AAAllllll cccooonnntttrrriiibbbuuutttiiinnnggg tttooo ooouuurrr fffuuunnnddd rrraaaiiisssiiinnnggg eeeffffffooorrrtttsss,,, wwwhhhiiiccchhh wwwiiillllll aaagggaaaiiinnn aaallllll bbbeee 
dddooonnnaaattteeeddd tttooo ooouuurrr lllooocccaaalll HHHooossspppiiiccceee aaattt WWWiiilllllleeennn...  

YYYooouuurrr cccooo---ooopppeeerrraaatttiiiooonnn aaasss rrreeesssiiidddeeennntttsss iiisss tttrrruuulllyyy aaapppppprrreeeccciiiaaattteeeddd aaannnddd nnnooottt  
tttaaakkkeeennn fffooorrr gggrrraaannnttteeeddd,,, wwweee hhhooopppeee yyyooouuu aaalllsssooo eeennnjjjoooyyy ttthhheee dddaaayyy...  

OOOnnn ttthhhaaattt nnnooottteee,,, wwweee ttthhhaaannnkkk yyyooouuu aaallllll aaagggaaaiiinnn fffooorrr yyyooouuurrr cccooonnntttiiinnnuuueeeddd sssuuuppppppooorrrttt 
wwwiiittthhh ooouuurrr sssiiisssttteeerrr eeevvveeennnttt '''VVViiinnntttaaagggeee SSStttooonnnyyy''' ooonnn NNNeeewww YYYeeeaaarrr'''sss DDDaaayyy... WWWhhhaaattt 
tttrrreeemmmeeennndddooouuusss wwweeeaaattthhheeerrr,,, wwwhhhiiiccchhh nnnooo dddooouuubbbttt hhheeelllpppeeeddd wwwiiittthhh ttthhheee rrreeecccooorrrddd  
tttuuurrrnnnooouuuttt ooofff vvveeehhhiiicccllleeesss aaannnddd ssspppeeeccctttaaatttooorrrsss aaallliiikkkeee... WWWeee rrraaaiiissseeeddd aaannn aaammmaaazzziiinnnggg 
£££555888555000...000000 wwwhhhiiiccchhh wwwaaasss aaallllll dddooonnnaaattteeeddd tttooo WWWiiilllllleeennn HHHooossspppiiiccceee... 

IIIfff yyyooouuu wwwooouuulllddd llliiikkkeee tttooo bbbeeecccooommmeee iiinnnvvvooolllvvveeeddd aaannnddd hhheeelllppp iiinnn wwwhhhaaattteeevvveeerrr wwwaaayyy,,, 
yyyooouuu wwwooouuulllddd bbbeee vvveeerrryyy wwweeelllcccooommmeee... PPPllleeeaaassseee cccooonnntttaaacccttt uuusss aaattt  
iiinnnfffooo@@@ccclllaaassssssiiicccssstttooonnnyyy...cccooo...uuukkk... FFFuuurrrttthhheeerrr eeevvveeennnttt iiinnnfffooorrrmmmaaatttiiiooonnn iiisss aaavvvaaaiiilllaaabbbllleee 
aaattt wwwwwwwww...ccclllaaassssssiiicccssstttooonnnyyy...cccooo...uuukkk... TTThhhaaannnkkk yyyooouuu aaallllll fffooorrr yyyooouuurrr cccooonnntttiiinnnuuueeeddd 
sssuuuppppppooorrrttt,,, aaannnddd ttthhhaaattt ooofff ooouuurrr ssspppooonnnsssooorrrsss aaannnddd vvvooollluuunnnttteeeeeerrr hhheeelllpppeeerrrsss,,,  
wwwiiittthhhooouuuttt wwwhhhiiiccchhh iiittt wwwooouuulllddd bbbeee dddiiiffffffiiicccuuulllttt tttooo cccooonnntttiiinnnuuueee...                          

RRRaaayyy CCCooobbbllleeeyyy,,, OOOnnn bbbeeehhhaaalllfff ooofff ttthhheee EEEvvveeennnttt TTTeeeaaammm 

The Fullers Slade Residents Association (FSRA) was formed at 
an inaugural meeting on 13th October 2015. The Association is 
run by residents from the estate for the benefit of all the  
residents of Fullers Slade. 

Fullers Slade Residents Association Meetings are held on the 
2nd Monday of each month (except August and December) at 
6.15pm at The Rowans Centre. All are welcome to attend.    
The objectives of the FSRA are to develop a Fullers Slade  
community, to give all residents a sense of place, to organise 
fun events, to be a voice in any regeneration, to cooperate with 
other organisations in tackling estate issues and to deal with 
estate cleanliness and environmental matters. 

The FSRA can be contacted in the following ways: 
Email: fullers.slade.ra@gmail.com 
Post: Fullers Slade Residents Association, c/o Rowans Centre, 
13A Moorfoot, Fullers Slade, Milton Keynes, MK11 2BD. 
Tel: 01908 990897 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/FSRA4U 
Website: https://sites.google.com/view/fsra4u/home 

The next Fullers Slade Residents Association meeting dates are: 
Monday 6th April 
Monday 11th May 
Monday 8th June 

All starting at 6:15 at the Rowans Centre, Fullers Slade. 
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What’s On. Many more events at www.stonystratford.gov.uk/Events 
Vintage Open Air Cinema

I’m Sadie, proud owner and chief usherette of Vintage Open-
Air Cinema. I never imagined that I would invest my life  
savings into a Luton box van, turn that delivery van into a 
house on wheels to travel Europe, and then turn that into a 
moving art-deco theatre set called Vintage Open-Air Cinema! 

It’s funny how life never turns out as expected. I was working 
on my new van in Stony Stratford (using my Dad’s garage!) 
and converting it from delivery van into my adventure mobile! 
That’s when I fell in love with Stony and the community here 
and realised that my parents had moved somewhere very 
special. Whilst traveling, the van gave me so much and gave 
me the space and clarity I needed to evaluate what’s  
important in life. I also realised that I missed my family and 
the lovely community of Stony.  

Between travels when I was back visiting Stony, I then fell in 
love with local artist Luke McDonnell. Luke was the one who 
gave me the idea and confidence to turn my van into the  
wonderful cinema it is now! And, before I knew it, I began 
building art-deco props, designing logos, trialling out all  
various types of popcorn and planning open-air cinema events 
for summer 2019. I’m not sure how he put up with me, but 
after all the graft, we were an immediate hit. The red-carpet, 
red-curtains, gold posts, festoon lighting and silly trailers all 
added to the authenticity of an art-deco theatre.  

I absolutely love being a 
cinematic cupid and  
creating romantic nights 
for people. It was well 
worth it after gruelling 
long summer days,  
bashing my hands to 
pieces to get the props 
ready on time for the 
premier last August. I 
finally felt that moment 
during the premier, when a lovely couple at the back had their 
arms around one another and I knew that I’d created that 
moment for them. Finally, I’d found something where I could 
let my creativity run wild and it felt so good to have pulled it 
all together for so many people to have a great night.  

The passion I have for VOA Cinema oozes out with each 
screening. People get the buzz. Jazz music, ambient lighting, 
comfy seating, soft blankets, friendly table-service. We know 
how to make peoples film nights enjoyable and memorable. 
For 2020 we plan to get even more creative including dancers 
and live jazz music on entry and during the intermission; our 
ushers and usherettes taking on the roles of movie characters; 
acting out parts of the film with the crowd 4D experience and 
adapting the trailers for the venue and people there. It’s going 
to be even more exciting than our first year!  

We are delighted to be back in the beautiful, secluded  
gardens of Stony Stratford’s York House Centre. Our 2020 
Premier for York House is on Saturday 25th April: A Great 
Gatsby Night (of course screening the DiCaprio classic The 
Great Gatbsy) including local jazz musicians and dancers on 
arrival and during the intermission. This kicks off our summer 
at York House where we will be screening each month (see  
poster). To follow us and for a list of upcoming films and  
venue details visit www.voacinema.co.uk or FB: voacinema. 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

             APRIL
Wednesday, 1st April 
Friends of Stony Stratford Library 
What is Cancer? A talk by Monica Else 
Stony Stratford Library, 7pm 
A cancer is a group of cells which have           
undergone damage to their DNA, such that they proliferate 
when they shouldn't and/or fail to die when they should. What 
does this mean, in simple terms? And what does it tell us about 
the best approach to treatment? Cancer affects all of us, either 
directly or through people close to us, but new discoveries are 
being made, and new forms of treatment are coming available, 
at an unprecedented rate. Monica Else is a research scientist at 
the Institute of Cancer Research, London, UK, and her talk will 
be a report from the front line. Tickets available at the Library 
from 11 March. 

Friday, 3rd April 
EatStreet  
5–10pm, York House Centre, London Road, Stony Stratford, 
MK11 1JQ 
Bringing you the finest in gourmet, restaurant-quality street 
food, Eatstreet is a treat for the taste-buds. The menu changes 
every month, but six or seven vendors bring you all manner of 
high-quality streetfood, from the gourmet toasted cheese  
sandwiches of the Good Times Cafe, Caribbean hot-stuff, spicy  
Punjabi delicacies, Chinese dumplings, unbelievable Mexican 
tacos, Greek souvlaki, barbecued ribs, gourmet pizzas and  
burgers, something for those with a sweet tooth....and....and  
..... and.....As always, there will be a real ale bar, also catering 
for wine-and soft-drinks-drinkers. Entry is free! Check the     
Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/EatStreetMK/. 

Friday, 3rd April 
Performers’ Night @The Song Loft 
8–11pm, The Beechey Room, York House Centre 
Performers’ Nights are your chance to shine with song, tune, 
poem or story. Note: there is no PA. £5.00 entry – pay on the 
door. For Beechey Room Song Lofts you may bring your own 
refreshments (and glasses). For more information contact: 
01234 742189, mobile: 07738 968804 or email  
songloft@gmail.com or visit www.thesongloft.co.uk or Friends 
of the Song Loft on Facebook, or www.york-house.org.uk. 

Friday, 3rd April 
Music for All @ SMSG (St Mary & St Giles 
Church): First Friday Organ Recital: Adam Parrish, 
12:45-1:30 (Soup served from 12 to 12:30pm). See 
www.musicforallsmsg.org/whats-on. 

Saturday, 4th April 
Music for All @ SMSG: Sweet Treat Saturday Coffee Morning 
10-12 in The Parish Hall. www.musicforallsmsg.org/whats-on. 

Tuesday, 7th April   
Stony Stratford Floral Club: Demonstration by Adele Kent “I’ve 
Got A Little List”, 7.30pm in Russell Street School Hall   
Visitors £8. More information from Judy on 01908 569429 or 
Sue on 01908 564453. 

Wednesday, 8th April 
Stony Tracks 24 - Kate Davies 
8pm, York House Centre 

Born in Malaysia, Kate travelled all over the world as her father 
was in the forces, and went to 17 schools as a result of all the 
travel, eventually coming to England in her teens. Kate studied  
graphic design, fine art and photography at Salisbury College of 
Art and launched straight into a job as designer for a London 
marketing agency. Following several other jobs, Kate started 
working for herself. Several decades later she still retains some 
of her original clients who trust her creativity. Over the years, 
Kate became increasingly aware of the stress suffered by staff in 
the workplace, so she now runs Art & Soul Day where gentle 
breathing yoga is mixed with a glass of bubbly, good food, good 
company and art. Website www.stonytracks.com.  

Thursday, 9th April  
Stony Nightingales WI: a Craft Evening, led by our Craft Group, 
decorating Easter eggs using decoupage.  
8pm, Swinfen Harris Hall, London Road, Stony Stratford  
Website: www.stonynightingaleswi.co.uk. 

Thursday, 16th April 
Music for All @ SMSG: TT@TT Geoffrey Allan Taylor & Valerie 
Kirby-Ashmore, 12:30-1:15pm
See www.musicforallsmsg.org/whats-on for further details. 

Friday, 17th April   
Journeymen Light @The Song Loft 
8–11pm, The Beechey Room, York House Centre 
Bill Reed and Peter Webster lead you through a fine selection of 
songs of originals and covers. Take a look at www.facebook.com 
/journeymen5. You may bring your own refreshments. For more 
information contact 01234 742189, mobile: 07738 968804, 
email songloft@gmail.com, visit www.thesongloft.co.uk or 
Friends of the Song Loft on Facebook. www.york-house.org.uk. 

Saturday, 18th April 
Music for All @ SMSG: National Organ Day – Hands on our  
Willis open morning, 10:00am-12:30pm
See www.musicforallsmsg.org/whats-on for further details. 

Friday, 24th April  
Words without Songs 3 (Worte ohne Lieder) 
8-10pm, The Beechey Room, York House Centre   
The third outing for this jolly evening celebrating the word-
smithery of songwriters. Songs have stories. Do you listen? – 
Eleanor Rigby? Mr Tanner? – Find your own, bring them along 
and read them out. Or just listen. A friendly, chilled evening 
giving you the chance to share your favourite song lyrics with 
others. No singing. Just read out the words. There are some 
surprises and a lot of fun. And a Bar too. Free entry. If you fancy 
a go email Kevin.Yorks@outlook.com. www.york-house.org.uk. 

Friday, 24th April                   
Stony Stratford Floral Club: Charity Quiz Night in aid of Willen 
Hospice, 7.30pm in Russell Street School Hall   
Visitors £8. More information from Judy on 01908 569429 or 
Sue on 01908 564453. 

Friday, 24th April 
Stony Stratford Farmers Market  
Market Square, Stony Stratford, 9am-1pm  
Farmers Markets are held on the last Friday 
of every month in the Market Square, from 
approximately 9am-1pm. Local growers and 
producers sell their products direct to you, so please come and 
support them. There is always a wonderful variety of goods to 
discover! Find us on Facebook: Stony Stratford Farmers      
Market, for up to date information. The dates for the next few 
markets are: 27th March, 24th April, 29th May & 26th June. 



  wwwwww..ssttoonnyyssttrraattffoorrdd..ggoovv..uukk

Saturday, 25th April 
Music for All @ SMSG: MK Sinfonia, 7:30-9:30pm 
See www.musicforallsmsg.org/whats-on for further details. 

Saturday, 25th April 
Vintage Open Air Cinema: The Great Gatsby 
York House Centre, London Road, Stony Stratford, MK11 1JQ 
This summer, York House welcomes back Stony’s open air     
cinema for one fabulous screening a month. The local cinema  
creates a romantic evening under the stars you won’t forget, 
from the warm welcome, glitzy art-deco setting, ambient  
lighting, comfy seating, amazing table-service, it’s a nostalgic 
open-air experience not to be missed this summer. 
Tickets from http://www.voacinema.co.uk and information 
from 07951 625066, or email info@voacinema.co.uk. 

Thursday, 30th April  
Evie Ladin & Keith Terry  
8.30-11pm, York House Centre 
The VERY welcome return of this astounding duo whose two 
previous shows at York House have sold out. Here’s what the 
website (www.evieladin.com) says: “Energetic and electrifying 
clawhammer banjo, bass, percussive dance, storytelling songs 
old and new, with nuanced, emotive vocals. An intimate, robust 
evening of acoustic music and dance; a skilled hybrid of  
American folk arts.” An understatement, in my view! Evie and 
Keith have been invited to be part of WOMAD this year –      
terrific!  

Tickets: £8.00 from https://www.wegottickets.com/
event/489646, or York House Centre or take your chance on the 
door (I wouldn’t). Doors open 7.30pm. www.york-house.org.uk. 

MAY 
Friday, 1st May  
EatStreet  
5–10pm, York House Centre 
Bringing you the finest in gourmet, restaurant-quality street 
food, Eatstreet is a treat for the taste-buds. Entry is free! Check 
the Facebook page: www.facebook.com/EatStreetMK. 

Friday, 1st May  
Performers’ Night @The Song Loft 
8–11pm, The Beechey Room, York House Centre 
Performers’ Nights are your chance to shine with song, tune, 
poem or story. Note: there is no PA. Doors open at 7:30pm – 
Performance starts at 8:00pm. £5.00 entry – pay on the door. 
For Beechey Room Song Lofts you may bring your own  
refreshments (and glasses). For contact information please see 
the previous page. www.york-house.org.uk. 

Saturday, 2nd May 
Music for All @ SMSG 2020: Sweet Treat Saturday Coffee 
Morning, 10am-12 noon in The Parish Hall 

Tuesday, 5th May  
Stony Stratford Floral Club: Demonstration by Andrew Lloyd 
“A May Baby”, 7.30pm in Russell Street School Hall   
Visitors £8. More information from Judy on 01908 569429 or 
Sue on 01908 564453.  

Tuesday, 5th May 
Friends of Stony Stratford Library: The Unknown Paris: A talk 
by Darrel Ince 
Stony Stratford Library, 7pm 
Paris is one of the great cities. Most people know of it via icons 
such as the Eiffel Tower, the Louvre and Notre Dame. However, 

like other major cities it has many little-known attractions,  
including a submarine beached in a park, a restaurant where 
you eat in the dark, an amazing taxidermy shop, a fountain  
dedicated to the works of Igor Stravinsky and a garden on the 
roof of a major railway station that has a nautical theme. Darrel 
Ince will not only look at the quirky places but describe some 
mid-level tourist attractions that are not very well known.  
Tickets available from 14 April from the Library.  

Wednesday, 13th May 
Stony Tracks 25 – Jane Armour  
8pm, York House Centre 
Jane was born in Colombia, where her Scottish father was 
teaching English and was subsequently recruited by The British 
Council. Despite being posted all over the world, she was able to 
study for the British education system, and subsequently 
worked in TV production in Canada, ATV and the BBC, before 
becoming an International Conference Organiser. She then met 
and married her wonderful husband Matt Armour, moving to 
Stony Stratford in 1984 and still working at the Open University 
as Reprints Editor. When Jane retired, she helped Matt run The 
Song Loft, and although Matt is no longer with us she still helps 
her colleagues run this very successful live music venue.  
Website www.stonytracks.com,Twitter & Instagram stonytracks. 

Thursday, 14th May 
Stony Nightingales WI: our Resolutions evening (members  
only)  
8pm, Swinfen Harris Hall, London Road, Stony Stratford  
Website: www.stonynightingaleswi.co.uk. 

Thursday, 21st May 
Music For All @ SMSG: TT@TT Smith & Cons Ukulele Duo,  
12:30-1:15pm 
www.musicforallsmsg.org/whats-on.   

Saturday, 30th May 
Vintage Open Air Cinema: Dirty Dancing 
York House Centre 
Tickets from http://www.voacinema.co.uk and information 
from 07951 625066, or email info@voacinema.co.uk. 

JUNE
Tuesday, 2nd June  
Stony Stratford Floral Club: Demonstration by Wendy Goodliff 
“A Stitch in Time”, 7.30pm in Russell Street School Hall   
Visitors £8. More information from Judy on 01908 569429 or 
Sue on 01908 564453. 

Friday, 5th June  
EatStreet  
5–10pm, York House Centre 
Bringing you the finest in gourmet, restaurant-quality street 
food, Eatstreet is a treat for the taste-buds. 

Saturday, 9th May 
The Parks Trust: Adult Bat Walk  
Stony Stratford Nature Reserve, 9pm  
Join our bat enthusiast for an 
adult only evening walk and 
learn about these amazing  
creatures. Meet in the car park 
on Queen Eleanor Street, Stony 
Stratford. Cost £2 per person. 
For further information and to 
book visit: 
www.theparkstrust.com.  



Friday, 5th June 
Music for All @ SMSG: FFOR: Francis Monkman, 12:45-1:30pm  
Soup 12-12:30pm. 

Saturday, 6th June  
Claire Hastings @The Song Loft 
8–11pm (doors open 7.30pm), Main Hall, York House Centre  
A Song Loft Saturday special for StonyLive! Claire Hastings is a 
Scottish folksinger, songwriter and ukulele player based in  
Glasgow. In 2015 she earned the prestigious title of BBC Radio 
Scotland's Young Traditional Musician of the Year, and has since 
delighted audiences at home and abroad with her 'natural,  
effortless Scots voice.' (FRUK). There will be a friendly York 
House bar. Tickets from the Song Loft website at 
www.thesongloft.co.uk. For more information please see  
contact details on previous page. www.york-house.org.uk. 

Saturday, 6th - Sunday, 14th June 
StonyLive! 
Various locations throughout Stony Stratford   
StonyLive! has upwards of 70 events on during the week, so you 
are sure to find something that appeals to you. Visit 
www.stonylive.info to find out what’s on each day.  

Saturday, 6th June 
StonyLive!: Music for All @ SMSG: Sweet Treat Saturday  
Coffee Morning, 10am-12 noon 
Music for All @ SMSG: Come & Sing Evensong 10:30am-6pm,  
Evensong 5pm. 

Sunday, 7th June 
Music for All @ SMSG: Geoff Long & Erwin Hiddema, piano  
Duets, 3-5pm  

Monday, 8th June 
Music for All @ SMSG: Shake, Rattle & Roll at Squeals on 
Wheels, 10-11am in The Parish Hall 

Wednesday, 10th June 
Stony Tracks 26 – Craig McLeish 
8pm, York House Centre  
Craig was born in Kent in 1963 and began his musical life as a 
chorister at St Paul’s Cathedral and was the first treble to be 
chosen to sing solo at the prestigious annual Messiah. He’s been 
Musical Director of Young Voices UK for over 19 years, and is 
the director of the Milton Keynes Community Choir, Milton 
Keynes Youth Choir and a new classical venture entitled TGI 
Choir. He’s directed many of the UK’s top artists including  
Beverley Knight, Tony Hadley, Candy Staton, All Angels, Mavis 
Staples, Alexandra Burke, Miss Dynamite, Katie Melua, Lemar 
and many more, worked for West End shows, and played bass 

guitar for various groups. Website www.stonytracks.com. 

Thursday, 11th June  
Stony Nightingales WI: is a talk by Rachel Baker from Liquid Art 
on her animal portraits and a demonstration of painting step 
by step 
8pm, Swinfen Harris Hall, London Road, Stony Stratford  
Website: www.stonynightingaleswi.co.uk. 

Friday, 12th June 
Music for All @ SMSG: Concrete Calves, Wind Band, 7-9pm 

Friday, 12th June 
The Pitmatics 
8-11pm, York House Centre 
The Pitmatics is an exciting new folk band who perform original 
and cover songs telling powerful stories with great  
arrangements, superb musicianship and stunning harmonies. 
This six-piece band play multiple and varied instruments. 
Thought provoking lyrics mixed with fun, sing-along songs. 
Many self-penned numbers and creative arrangements on some 
modern classics. Tickets £8.00 from www.wegottickets.com/
event/495804/ or York House Centre or Odells in Stony Strat-
ford High Street. Take a look at www.pitmatics.co.uk, or 
www.facebook.com/pitmatics. www.york-house.org.uk. 

Saturday, 13th June 
Music for All @ SMSG 2020: The Orphean Singers, 7:30-9:30pm 
See www.musicforallsmsg.org/whats-on for further details. 

Sunday, 14th June 
Music for All @ SMSG: Vivant, violin & melodeon, 7:30-9:30pm 
See www.musicforallsmsg.org/whats-on for further details. 

Thursday, 18th June 
Music for All @ SMSG: TT@TT SMSG Church Band, 12:30-1:15 
See www.musicforallsmsg.org/whats-on for further details. 

Saturday, 27th June 
Vintage Open Air Cinema: The Goonies 
York House Centre 
Tickets from www.voacinema.co.uk.  

Saturday, 7th June 
The Big Lunch 2020 
12-4pm, Wolverton Road Recreation Ground
The aim of this lovely 
event hosted by the 
Town Council is to 
have a laugh and a 
natter with family and 
friends over a bite to 
eat. Bring a blanket 
and a picnic, share 
food and perhaps get 
to know your  
neighbours. Attractions include a flypast, Punch and Judy, 
Bradwell Silver Band, plus lots of yummy food! For further  
information please contact: keith.tilley@stonystratford.gov.uk.  

Saturday, 13th June 
Stony Stratford Riverside Fair 
1-4pm, Millfield, Stony Stratford
This year’s Riverside Fair promises to be brighter and better 
than ever! The unique feature of the Riverside Fair is that all 
attractions are FREE for children. They can take part in Circus 
Skills, watch the magical children’s entertainer, have a go on 
the trampolines, roundabouts and swingboats, for no cost. 
Children can take part for free in all of our fun outdoor  
activities such as bug hunting or making things to take home in 
the Craft Tent. In addition there 
are lots of interesting stalls to 
browse around, and you can 
splash out on ice cream, quality 
coffees, pizza and other tasty 
treats.   

The Fair is for children aged 0 – 
12 and families are welcome to 
come along and enjoy the lovely 
Mill Field, listen to the wonderful 
Wolverton Town Band and local 
musicians, and enjoy letting the 
children play. We always have a 
sunny afternoon. Hope to see you there! Facebook: StonyRPG. 
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Stony Stratford Allotment Vacancies: We currently have some 
plots available on all three of our allotment sites. If you are  
interested in having an allotment at the Boundary Crescent or 
Wolverton Road sites, please see the Stony Stratford Town 
Council website or contact the Town Council Offices. For London 
Road allotments contact Keith Tilley on 07759 219448.   

Calverton End Play Park Refurbishment Project: Stony Stratford 
Town Council and Milton Keynes Council have together allocated 
funding to update and improve the play area at Calverton End. 
Installation of exciting new play equipment will take place very 
soon and it is hoped the refurbishment works will be completed 
by the spring. Once the new equipment is up and running, we 
would love to hear your feedback on the improved facilities! 

Litter picking kits available: Thinking of organising a litter pick? 
The Council have a number of litter picking kits available for  
organisations or groups to borrow. Take inspiration from the 
Community Church, who borrow the kits every month to carry 
out litter-picking drives across Galley Hill and Fullers Slade. Good 
work! Contact the Council offices for more information. 

The Annual Community Award 2019: was presented to Les 
Grant - a worthy recipient - at the Annual Town Meeting on 10th 
March 2020. Les was given the Award as he has taken it upon 
himself to do a daily litter pick on Fullers Slade, the Galley Hill 
shops, Kiln Farm and Greenleys. Each year the Award is given to 
an individual or organisation in the local community who has 
demonstrated a high level of commitment, dedication and    
community spirit through the voluntary work that they do.    

Please contact Melanie Hyde at the address above or email 
info@stonystratford.gov.uk for Town Crier and website 
news. Summer 2020 Issue 70 - Distributed by end June 2020. 
Copy deadline: 15 May - covers news and forthcoming events 
from 1 July - 30 September 2020. 

Town Council Meetings for your diary  

Full Council   
When:      19th May 2020   
Who goes: All councillors, Lynne Compton (Town Clerk), 
 Karen Hiser (PCO) & MK Councillors  
Planning 
When:   28th April 2020 & 26th May 2020 
Who goes: Roy Adams, Paul Bartlett, Simon Cherrill, Wajeeha 
 Khan, June Payne, Pete Thornburgh, & Town Clerk 
 Lynne Compton  
Projects 
When:   7th April 2020 & 5th May 2020  
Who goes: Paul Bartlett, Bianca Bendig-Ceesay, Cliff Brett,  
 Wajeeha Khan, June Payne, Pete Thornburgh, Keith 
 Tilley, & PCO Karen Hiser 
Finance & HR 
When:   21st April 2020  
Who goes: Roy Adams, Bianca Bendig-Ceesay, Cliff Brett,  
 Robert Gifford, Wajeeha Khan, Keith Tilley, & Town 
 Clerk Lynne Compton 
Property Development 
When:      To be advised  
Who goes:    Cliff Brett, Simon Cherrill, Robert Gifford, 3 outside  
     representatives & Town Clerk Lynne Compton

The Town Council and its committees use different meeting venues 
in the parish. Always check the venue on the Meeting Notice. This 
can be found on the noticeboards: in front of Budgens, outside 
SMSG School in Galley Hill, on Slade Lane in Fullers Slade and the 
office. You can also go to www.stonystratford.gov.uk/Town Council 
Meetings to view the Meeting Notice and download papers.  

If you have any ideas, comments or concerns please contact us at:  
Stony Stratford Town Council 
5-7 Church Street, Stony Stratford, MK11 1BD 
Open: Monday – Friday 10am - 3pm 
Please use our Church Mews entrance on Mondays. 
tel: 01908 566726, email: office@stonystratford.gov.uk 
website: www.stonystratford.gov.uk 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/StonyStratfordTownCouncil 

Stony Stratford Library: There is so much  
happening at Stony Stratford Library every 
week. Here are some of the fantastic regular 
events that your local Library offers: 
Storytime: Every Thursday at 11am during 
term time. Stories, songs and rhymes for the 
under 5s.  
Crafting for Change: Every Tuesday during term time from 
10.30am-12 noon.  
Knit and Natter: Every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month 
from 2.30-4.00pm.  

Look out for the special  
children’s events and themed 
Storytimes that are held at the 
Library - such as the Christmas 
wreath making sessions which 
were kindly arranged and funded 
by FoSSL (Friends of Stony  
Stratford Library). Don’t forget to 
check the Town Council website 
and Facebook page for future 
events. 

Printed on           
environmentally 
friendly paper 

Stony Stratford Pancake Race 
On Shrove Tuesday Stony 
Stratford Community Church 
hosted the town’s first  
Pancake Race, held on 
Horsefair Green, opposite 
the Church. The rain stayed 
off for the duration of the 
five races. The youngest 
competitor was just 2 years old and amongst the 30  
competitors, there were some very brave, more senior adults 
running too. 14 year old Logan won the top prize of a £20 
voucher after out-running the adult competitors! The prize was 
kindly donated by French Affaire in Stony Stratford. Inside the 
church an army of volunteers served up delicious fruit-topped 
pancakes and cups of tea and coffee to raise funds for Stony 
Stratford Community Church’s building project. Great fun was 
had by all, as can be seen in the photos! 


